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There are foare eſpieial markes to know.the Italian fi ht 


i 5s imper fett. & that the 1talian teachers and ferrtr? 
AT of. books of D of 
fedtion f the rrat fight. I We, of , | 


"$ phe firſt matkei is, they ſe! dome. Gghe i in utheis 2 


_ 6 Yet ef, 
LID [497% owne cqunitry vaarmed ,commanly inthi "aa ts n6 the 


| \ 


Croſſe of the Ra- 


N] ICs ſort,apaire of Ganflcettes vpontheir 
þu! Qu ' frer without hils 


191 
WY anda good-ſhirt of maileypan their houy 


avſe profe Ne 


Y maner of weaps, 


efence, peuer hadthepth- 4h; [1-1 
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_ riecroſle that ſhall happen to be made, whetheric be 


arr 


| Qeoree Siluer his 


4 {1 | > | 
of their beſt, ſcholers do neuer fight , but they are 


.moſt c6monly ſore hurt, or one or both ofthemſlaine. 


'''Thethirdmatke is, they neyerteach their ſcholers, 


nor ſet downe in their bookes anic perfe& lengrhes of 


their weapons, withoutthe which no man can by nature 


or Artapainſt the perfect legrh fight ſafe, for being too. 


ſhorr, their times are too long, and ſpaces too wide for 
their defence, and being too long, they wilbe vpon cue- 


done by skilorchance,in great wal jj of death; becauſe 


_ theRapicrbeing toolong, the crofle cannor be vndone 


in due time, but may be done bygoing backe withrhe 


feete; bur that time is alwaies too long to anſwere_ 


the timeofthe hand, therfore euery manoughtto haue 


& 
," 


a weapon according to his owne ſtature: the tall man 


 muſthauc his weapon longer then the man of meane 


% 


> 

w 

=. 

. 

3 6 


” 


+ 


ſtature,or elſe he hath wrong in his defence; 8 the man 


ofmeane ſtature muſt haue his weapon longer then the 
man of ſmal ſtature,or elſe heſhath wrong inhis defence; 
& the man of ſinall ſtature muſt beware that he feed not 
himſelfwith this vaine coceipr,that he wil haue his wea- 
pon long, to reach as farreasthe tall man, for therif he 


crolle, and alſo jn vncrofſing againe ,andin keeping his 


point from croſſing , and whena croſle|is. made vpon 


alwaies too long or too heauie to keepe their bodies in 
due timefrom the croſfeofthelighrſhort ſword of per- 
te length, the which being made by the skilfull our of 
any of the foure true times,vpon any of the foure _ 


z: 


p 


(hal haue greatdiſaduantage,both in making of aſtrong _ 


i7 


- » # him,todefendhbimſelf, or indavges OR Lrore. 
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deeme his loſt times . Againe Rapiers longer, then is ' 


conuenient to accord with the true ſtatures of men.are_ ' 
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/ Parading of. Defence. : 


| Adtions ,by reaſon ofthe vncertaintic & great frifirieſls' 
in'any of theſe times, they are in greatdangerofa blow, 


orofathruſtinthe hand, arme ,head,body,or face, &in 


_ eueric truecrofſe in the ncrofling,in great danger of a 
blow vpon the head,cr afullrhruſt in the bodie or face : - 
. andbeing takenin hattime & place, the firſt mouer in 
wnerofling ſpeedeth the Rapier man of imperfectlegth,.. 
_ whether itbe too long,too ſhort or Cx heauie, and £0- . 


eth free himſelfe by the direction ofhis gouernours. 
The fourth marke is, the croſſes of their Rapiers for 


| truedefence oftheir hands arcimperfe&, for the true 


cariage of the guardant fight, withour the which all 
fi ghts are imperfect, 


Of ſixe chiefe cauſes, that many valiant men thinking 
themſelues by their pradtiſes to be skilfall in their 
(wane gre yet mane times zutheir fight ſore 
hart, and manie times = by men of 


ſmall kill or none at all, 


A > <p =o to Hd af. although a man 


ently all the daies of his life, 
Theſecondcauſeis, the lacke ofknowledpei inthe due 
_ obſeruance of the foure Actions,the which we cal bent, 
ſpent, lying (pent,and drawing backe: theſe Aions e- 
uerie man fighteth vpon, whether they be skilfull or vn- 
Skilfull , he that obſerueththem is ſafe , he that obſer- 
th the nor, is inc6tinuall dan perofeuetic thruſt that 
albe firongh made Ae him. "n 4 
3 | 


xD ſhould practiſe moſt painfully an moſt di- 
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The third cauſe is they arewnpraQtiſedin the foure 
' true times} , neither, do they know the tructimes frothe 
falſe: therefore the true coil of theittimes are moſt, 
comuony taken by chance,and {cldome otherwiſe, * 

The fourth cauſe is, they are vnacquainted out of 
what fight, or inwhat maner they are toanſverthe va- 
riable wo and therefore becauſe. the variable fightis 
the moſt caſieſt fight of all other , moſtc6monly doan- 
ſer the variable fight with the variable fight, which. 
oughtneuer to be. but inthe firſt diſtance, or with the 
ſhort Sword againſt the long, becauſe it b bothorone of 
them ſhall happen topreſe,and that in due time ofnei-. 
therſide fight be changed,the. diſtance, by reaſon of nar- 

rowneſſe of ſpace,is broken, theplace is won and loſt of 
both ſides, then he that theuſterh firſt ,ſpcederhs if both 
happen to thruſt rogethe they are borkjin dager.Iheſe 
things ſometimes by true mg, by change of fights, by 
chanceare auoided. We, * 
The fift caufeis FR weapons 2xe moſt commonly 
too long to vncrolſe withour going backe with the feet. 
The lixt cauſe is,their weapons are moſt May A 
too heauieboth to defend and offendvin due time! of 
theſero laſt cauſes many valiac me have loſt etl hae? T» 


” bat iathe cauſe that wiſement in learning or rpratilng Veg 
Þ, HAT Wen are acceinea with | 
 Jtalian Fencers. ; 


he 


o 


Pier: Are "IRR cauſcezbefirſt, "edgin Chontinaiters £4 
are imperfect: theſecondis,, that vharſatuer hey. 
teach,is, both true &fallcztrue i Frey their demoſtrations, 
accordi ing with their force&timein gerle Play;$? intheir 

i. ations 
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_ Paradoxesof 
aQionsaccording with true force & time in rough play 
ot fight, falſe:for exdple, there is as much difference be- 
rwixttheſe two kind of fights,as there is betwixt thertrue 


piQture of Sir Beni of Soathampron, & Sir Beuis himfſelf,if 


he wereliuing. The third,none ci itudge ofthe Craft bur 


Defente Wer > 


the Crafts-man: the vnskilful}; beheneuer ſo wiſe \can * 


nottruly indge up his teacher .Or skill,the which he leark 


_neth , being yoskilfuthimſelfe, Laftly, & to- confirme for. 


_ allthar ſhal be amiſle,nor only in this excellecSci- - 


ence of Deferice, but in altother excellent ſecrets,molt 
commonly che Iyc beateth as good'a icy of rcnch,; as. 
rruth irſelfe, 


Of che falſe nefolittols PEE varne ojinion of R apier men, 
- and of the Wabger of death thereby enſuing. 


the Rapier-men , who hath the vantage of 


"&'9 tron gly,thatthe warderhath the vantage: 
23 others ſay, itis moſt certain tharthe thry- 


Che 
i ſter bathe! evantage.Now when two dohappEto fight, 


being both of one mind, thatthethruſter hath the' van- 

rape.they make all ſhiftchey can, who ſhall giue the firſt _ 

chruſt:as for example, ewo Captaines at Southampron &- 

- uenas they were going totake ſhipping vponthe key, fel 
at ſtrife drew theirRapiers , and preſently,being deſpe- 


rate hardie or refolute,as they call it, wich all force and - 


ouer great ſpeed, ran with their rapiers one&at theo- 
ther,& were both ſlaine. Now when two of the contrary 


x. "> d 
I: thethruſter, or ofthe warder. Some hold. 


>> AN Tisa preatqueſtion , &eſpecially am6gſt 4 


opinion ſhall meer and fighr,you ſhall ſee verie peace» = 


ble WALTES berweene them « Jr A th I thinks that he 


8 George Siluer | WTR FT 
thar firſt thruſteth is in great ins ny ofhis life x there- 
fore withall ſpecde doput themſclues in ward, or Sto- | 
cara,the ſureſt gard of F other, as Yencentio faith, and- 
thereypon they ſtand ſure, ſaying the one to the other , 
thruſt and thou dare; and faith the other, thruſt and ” 
thou dare, or ſtrike or thruſt and thou dare,faith the o- . 
. ther: then faith the other, ſtrike or thruſt and thou dare 
forthy life , Theſe two cunning gentlemen ſtanding 
| longtime rogether, vpon.this worthie ward, they both. 
depart in peace, according to the 01d proucrbe : Itis 
| good \lleeping in a whole skinne . Againe if two ſhall 
| Rake the one of opinion,that he that thruſteth hath the | 
vantage, andthe other of opinion, thatthe warderhath 
theyantage, then moſt commonly the thruſterbeing 
valiant, with all ſpeed thruſteth home, and by reaſon 
of the time and ſwiſt motion of his hand , they. are moſt 
- commonly with the points of their rapiers, or daggers, _ 


or both, oneor both of them hurt or flaine; becauſe 


cheir ſpaces of defence in tharkind of fight,are too wide 
in duetimeto defend , and the place being wonne, the 
_ eyeof the Patientby the ſvift mation of the Apents 
hand, is deceiued. Another reſolution they ſtand ſure 
vpon fewrhbir Hues, to kill their enemies, in the which 
they are moſt commonly ſlaine themſelues: thats this: 
When they find the point of their enemies rapicrout 
ofthe right line, theyſay,they may boldly make home a 
thruftwith a Paſſata, the which they obſcrue, and do ac- 
_ cordingly:butthe other having a ſhorter time with his 
hand, asnature manie times teacheth him,ſodainly tur- . 
neth his wriſt, whereby he meeterhthe other in his paſs, 

 fageiuſtwith thepointofhis rapicr in the face or body. 


And this falſe reſolution bathcoſt manica kte, | 
> | T bat 
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Paradoxes of Defence. |" ol 


That the cauſe that manic are ſo often ſlarme , and. manic 
fore hart in fight with long Rapiers,is not by reaſon of © 
their dangerous thruſts, nor cunningneſſe of that 
J1ralienated fight but in the lewgth and © 

 wnweildineſſethereof. 


l [i 
R k | 1 4 
s * 


os 
pag” , 
i 
\. 


=<=2#] T is moſt certaine, that men may with 5 
(IF a 


Af ſhort ſwords both ſtrike,thruſt, falſe and 
W2| double , by reaſon of their diſtance and 
1 nimbleneſle thereof, more dangerouſly 
SXFS2AY then they can with _ piers: and yet * 
hen two fight with ſhort ſyordes, hauing true bght, 
there is no hurt done:neither is it poſſible in anie reaſon, : 
that anic hurt ſhould be done betwixt them of cither » 
{1de, andthis is well knowne toll ſuch as hauetheper- 
teion of true fight . By this itplainely appeareth,thar 
the cauſe of the great flaughter, and fundrie hurts doth 
by long Rapiers, conſiftethnor in long Reach, dange- 
rous thruſtes, nor cunningneſle of the Italian fight, bue 
in the inconuenient length, and vnweildinefle of their . 
longRapiers: whereby it commonly falleth out, that in & [[n 
all thejr Attions appertaining to their defence, they are + 
vnable, in duc time to performe,and continually in dan- _ 
ger of cuerie crofle, that ſhall happen to be madewith - 
 theirrapier blades, whichbeing done, within the halfe 
rapier;(vnleſle both be of one mind with all ſpeed to de- 
part, which ſeldome orneucr hapneth betweene men 
of valiant difpofition,)it is impoſſibletovncroſle, or get | 
out ; or £0 auoid the ſtabbes ofthe Daggers . And this + 
| hath falne out manietimes amongſt valiant men.at 
- | tholeweapons, : "_ Z BOS = 0 
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_ place, 


George Silver bit 
? 


of running cm TC faſt. in Rapier file, the rower | 


. hahthe vants We | 


F-rwo > valiant men do fighe being both cun- 
ning in running,&that theyþorh vſe the ſame 
at one inſtant , their courſe is doubled , the 
ce iswonne of both ſides, and one or bothof them - 
will commonly beſhaine or ſore firs: and fone pfthem 
ſhallranne/and the other ſtand faſt vpon the 1mbrocate 
or'Szecara;orhowſocuer, the place wilbe at one inſtant 
wonne of one (ide, and gained ofthe other, andone or 
both of them wilbe hurt or ſlaine: if both ſhall preſe 
hard vpon the guard, hethat firftthruſtethhome in true 

aatory 'the other : & if both thruſt together, they 
- are both hurt:. yer ſoine vantage the runner hath , be+ 
cauſc he is anvncertaine marke, andin his motion: the 
other is a certaine marke,and in a dead motion : and by 
reaſon thereof manie times' the vnskilfull mary taketh 
vantage he kiioweth nathow, againft him that lyech 
watching vpon | his wardor Stocats guard. | 


i o 


off Prikin g and thruſting both roger ber. 


7 I, Itis ſtrongly holden of' manie, that if in 


| fight they find|/theirenemyto haucmore 
| skill then themſclues,they preſently will 
continually ſtrike &rhruſt iuſt with him, 
RAY whereby they: will make their fight as 
goodas his, and thereby hanc as good aduanrageas the 
otherwith all hisskill: burif their ſwordes be longer. 
— Senghe other, then their aduantage is great; for it-is 
: | certaine 
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Fa | Paradoxer of Defence. FO} ORR T1 
eertaine (ſay they )thatan.inch will kill a man: burif 


their ſwordes be mach longer then the other, thentheir 
aduantage is fogreat, that they wilbe ſure by thruſting 


and\triking juſt with the other, that they will alwaics 


burt him that hath the ſhort {word ,and gocleare them- 


| ſelues; becauſe they will reach him, when he ſhall nor 
reach them. Theſe men ſpeake like ſuch as talke of Ro-,. 
bin Hoode, that never ſhot in his bow; for to ſtrike or 


thruſt juſt rogether with a man of 5 kill, lyerhnor NG 


will of the ignorant , | becauſe the Skilfull man alwaies 


fghteth: vponthe true times, by thewhichthe vnskilfull 
is til] diſappointed ofborth place and time, and there- 


| foredriuen ofneceiſitie-ſtill to watch the other when & 


what he will doe; that is, whether he will ſtrike, thruſt, 
or falſe: if the vnskilfull ſtrike or thruſt in the time of fal- 
ſing , therein he neither ſtriketh nor thruſterh iuſt 


| withthe other :; he may ſaic,hehath ſtrokeor thruſt be- 
 forehim , butnotivuſt wth him, nor to anie good pur- 


poſe; ; fou' 1 inthetime of falling; if be {trike or chruſt he 
ſriketh or thruſteth-too ſhore: [for in tbat time he hath 
neither time nor place to ſtrice home, andas it is ſaid, 
thevnskilfsll man , that will take vpon him to ſtrike or 


_ thruſt wſtwith cha) Skilfull , muſt firſt behold what the. 
* © manofskil-will doe, and when he will daeir, and ther- 


fore of neceſſitie is dri uen to ſuffer the $kjFalt mantobe 


the firſt mouer., and entred into his Action, whether it 
| bebloworthruſt , the trith therof in reaſon-cannot be 


denied. Nowiudge whether jt-be poſſible foran vnskil- 
full mar to ſtrike. or thruſt taſt rogetherwith a man of 
$kilt;but the skiltnll. man can moſt cerjaigly ftrike and 


 thruſtiut rogerher with the vnskilfull , beeauſe the vn- 
rg wh, vpon: falles timnes , which —_ t00 long. 
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1 - | GeorgeSiluenhn' 


| rruetimes, althongh the vnskilfull be thefirſt mover , 
- &entredinto-his Action , whether it be blow or thruſt ; 


- ſure of the skilfull a juſt meeting together: inperfet 

' fight two neuer ſtrike or thruſt together, becauſe they 
neuer ſuffer place nor time toperforme it, | 

Two vnskilfull men manie times by chance ſtrike 

_ andthruſtetopether, chance vnto them , becauſe rhey 


| butthe reaſons or cauſes be theſe. Sometimes two falſe 
times meet & make a jult time together , & ſometimes a 
true time and a falſe time meeteth and makerh a iuſt 


*make aiuſt time together. And allthis hapneth becauſe 
the truetime and place is vaknowne'vnto them. 


George Siluer his reſolution wpon that hidden or doubt- 
fallqueſtion, who haththe aduantage of the . 


2 0 Offender or Defender. Pol | 
> | he aduantage is ſtrongly holde of many 
> 1to be inthe offender, yea in foach: that 
if two minding to offendin their fight , it 


I —dJ orthruſteth . Others ſtrongly hold opini- 
on that the 'warder abſolutely hath ſtill the aduirage,but 
theſe opinionsas they are contrary the oneto the other : 

ſoare they contrarieto'true fight , as may well be ſcene 

. - bytheſeſhortexamples. If the aduantage be inthe war- 
= |  ' - der, thenitis norgoodanic time to ſtrike or thruſt: if 

|| ' _  - theaduantagebennatheſtrikeror thruſter, then were it 

88 rn Y [ il; | . | |  afriuolous 


ro anſwere the true times, the skilfull fighting vpon the 


Wk yetthe (11 pyrenm ofthe true times maketh at' the plea- | 


| know not whar they doe, or how.it commeth topaſle : 


i ' _  ' rimerogether, and ſometimes twotruetimes meet and. 


5 MS | © Gt 
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-ſeeke to ward , 
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1. "Parddagtref Defence. *S Y 
2 : frivolous thing to learne to, ward, oratanie time.to- 


there beanie perteCtion i in fighr, that both lides are 
decciued in their opinions, decaule if the firiker or 


thruſter haue rhe advantage, then is the warder ſtill in, 
danger of woundsor death , And againe, ifthe warder 


haththe aduantage, then is the ſtriker or thruſter in as 
great daunger to defend himſelfe againſt the warder, 


| becauſe thewarder from his wards. , taketh aduantage 
of the ſtriker or thruſter vpon eucric blow or thruſt, 
that ſhall be made againſt him . Then thus I conclude, - _ 
that if there be. perfection in the, Science of De-. | 


| fence, they are all in their opinons deceiued; and that 


thetruth may appeare for che ſatisfaction of all men, 
rn is my reſolution: there is no aduantage: abſolute- 
nordiſatuantage in ſtriker, thruſter, or warder:and 
fr isa great aduanrage i inthe ſtriker thruſter & wat- 
der:but inthis maner, intheperfeRionof fightrhe ads 
vantage confiſterh, in fight betweene partic andpartie: 


_ thatis, whoſocuer winneth or gaineththe placc in true 


pace , face and time , haththe aduantage , whether 
{- hebe ſtriker , thruſter or warder , + 


At: is 5 my} rc- 
ſolution. 


Of cpani feaht —_— the Rapier, . 
Fman with his Rapierthen is the Iralian, 
 onDnk » bigh Almaine, oranie other 


picr-ligh ſtand vpon ſomanie intricate [LICKES, 
[G3] 


nce in watding lieth diſaduantage. 
Now may it plainly by theſe examples appeare, that if 


I' He Spaniard is now thoughtto be a bereer | 


'countrie mani whatſocuer , becauſe they in 


- | " Georoe Silwer his g | , | 
_ that in all thecourſe of a' mans life it ſhall be hard to 


_ verieſhorttime maybecome perfeR; 


* x5aforefaid, makerkia perſewird, andMillwirhallthe 


— wa 


kamethem;andiftheymiſle in doingtthe leaſt of them. 
in pete hey arein danger of death. Burt the Sp4- 
piard in his fight,bothTafely to defend himſelfe , and to 


- 


_ endangethtsenemie,hath bat one onely lying, and two 


wards tolearne, wherein a man withſinall practiſe in a'. 


' This is the maner of Spanith fighr , they ſtand as 


- brave as theycan with their bodies [ſtraight vpright, 


narrow ſpaced,with their feet continyally mouing,as if 
they werein a dance, holding forth thejr armes and Ra- 


, piers verie ſtraight againſt the face or bodies of their e- 


nemies:&this isthe only lying-to accompliſh that kind 


_ offight.' And this note , that as long as any man ſhall 


lie in thatmaner with his arme,and point of his Rapier 
firaight, ir ſhall be impoſſible for his aduerſarieto hare. 
him, becauſe inthat ſtraightholdingforth of his arme, 


' which way ſoener ablow ſhall be made againſthim , by 


reaſon thathis Rapier hilt lyeth ſo farre before himyhe 
hath but a verielitle way to move, to make his ward per- 
feAyin this maner.” If a blow be made at the right {ide 


ofthe head,a verie litlemouing of the hand with-the 


| knuckles vpward defendeth that fide of the head or bo- 


dic, and the point being ſtill out ſtrai ghr greatly endan- 
gereth the ſtriker: and ſo likewiſe, if ablow be made at 


' theleft ſide of the head , a veric ſmall turning of the 


wrift with the knuckles downward ,defendeth that fide of 
the head andbodie , and thepoint'of the Rapier much * | 
indanpereth the hand;arme, face or bodie ofthe ſtriker: . | 


- andifqniethruſtbe'tnade ,thewirds} by reafon ofthe 
indireions in mouing the feet in maner ofdauncing, 


point 


if 


 it;rakeirwith you, and when yoube on ſhip-boxd 
| (itin your mourh;; and as long as you ſhall keeperthe 


 adnerfariewhichis/as e 


 Paradovtvof Deſefre. 


- 
4 pn 


paniſli frghe* pete fo long 35 your catikeep8that br: 


| der, and ſoone learned, and therefore tobe 'acconnted = 
the beft fight with the Br i of all other; But note how 


et), and you Tall ſeg "ho: 


longer then youcaii keep your point Haight dpajnſt / 
2 LS114\C& = i313 CSG DISD 


teſt. | 4 | 6. #4 | Po» TIER Ty as 

There was a cunning Door it PL ng ſea; 
being doubyfull rhar he ſhouſdþeſealficke/anvld Wo. 
mar! percermng theſe, faid mro Him: Sir Tpray,be' 


of good comfort, Iwill reach you atrifkets auoidthat - 


doubtzhere is a fihe pibbleſtone,if yu pleaſe to 3ctepr' 
uv be on'ſhip-boxdzpat 


' = 


ſame in your mounh,vpon my credity6uſhallneuer yo! 


| mit:theDoQor btJecuedher,atidcooke reehankelYas 
'| herhands, and are was at feahe began to be ficke, _ 


whereupon he 'prefently -por the ſtone mis mouth } 


&rhetekeptit folong as he pollibl ed 41. "gp 
__ |. - 


| his extreme ſickneſle the ſtone with vomit was caſt © 


oefhis mouth; thenpreſeptly be rem6bred how. thowo- 
#1} Fi | "PI RN ENT. dE YR Via & A \þ ded iv 

man had mockedhim, aydyct her words were truo, 
 Evenſoa Spewjard bauing! his. 
may receiue a blow on the head, ora cut. oner the face, 


- hand, or arme,or a thruſt in e body or face,andyet his 
- Spaniſh fightperfedt, ſo long as he can. keepe ſtraight 


the point ofhis R apier 22h the faceorbody-ofh 
iebich i as eſe ihe mae? vfight 
done, 38 it as forthe Door in. the extremity © 


: x 


his 


vomire to keepe the ſtonein his magth, © = 
Yeoneonteprde torr ord the tea 


_ — — 
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= jj "A Silaty bis | 
endo of outlandiſh fight, There was 
'  an/religwrcacher of Defence in my|time, who was {o 
| excellent in hisfighr, thathe would have hic anie En- 
liſh man withathruſt, juſt ypon apy button 1 in his dou- 
bler,and: this was much ſpoken of, 
 - Alfatherewasanother cunning 1 man in ccliing of 

| wildgeels. he would have madeno more ado, when he 
+ hadheard them crie, as themanerof pilcgerlol, is,flying 
_ . one afteranother in:rowes, bur preſently looking vp, / 
wouldtellthem, ifthere had bene a Sſen fineence E- : 
tie ,or more, he would haue takeneueric one. Andthis. 
| talewas manictimts told by men of ood credit, ol 
- much maruelled at bythe hearers: & theman thatwold 
haue taken the wildgeeſe, was ofgood credite himfelfe: 
 maric they ſaid, indeed he did neuer take anic,, burara- | 
nic time' when he bad looked yp, andſcene them flic in 
that maner,he would with all his heart haue takenthe, 
buthe could no more tellhow to do it, then could the 
cunning /ta/rax Fencer cell how to hie. an Fnegliſhm 
with athcuſt uſt) on "oe oe we his burtons nope he | 
liſted. SOS Ro 


Hhifros r for bs Maintenance of i im ai weapons & Aol 
Pehrstofeare ar diſcourage 1 the onckilfull intheir' 
Fg om taking atrue courſe or v/e, 
rattkining to \theperfetF | know- . 
leage of true feht. 
% Irſt,for the Rapier(faith the/talian,'or falſe 
S tcacher) I hold jtco be aperfect good wea- 
CH no ecaulc.the. croſſe hindreth not to bold 
> the, and[e inth ehand,tothruſt both far 8 
iraghye to hall TManer of 4duartages: in the wards, 


ok ML or 


RE 


handto hold Rt the handle, Andi in the Jmureabweull, 


man liealoft with: 


ſound blowes>Srrongblowes aronaugha,cſps pecig lb 


_ofhis life. Iris certaine;, that the 
eucric way in'fight is to be vſcd , the blow is viterdy 
_ Jn not to be vied ; He char DD _ the Flay of 4, | 


apa 


wiſhno friend of mine to weare Swords with hilts, be- 


erty mere Ererrintadabepde bw —_ wor 
their handsxpomeheirhiles tnfivodoftheithandls : in - 

' which time it hi 
; drawtheir fvords, they aredaine by their enemies. And, w— + 
| for SwordandBuckler fight, iris imperfe@, becauſe the 


eth manic times before they can Theſs 


ſhews ares 


- neither-wouldi Ihatie ani 


Sooke. F ar SH r 


hand aboue his head, to ftrike;,, 


buckter blinderhrhe i 


ing fetabouethehead,:becauſerbereinalle 


ke | and LAT 
bodie is:diſcoucred.YerI.confellz yin oldtimes =. oy f ther ws 
| blowes were only vſed with ſhoreSwotds Stbuaklers, 80 mnma rep” 1+ 


back Sword, theſe kindoffightswei &moſtmi- 572 REN - 
ly,but nowtn thefe:dates eixteredRapiervare 16+ d1rolt/afe ar be. 


oerfor aduirage the(nordswerewottabe: whe blowes { orf<e,becarſe 


werouſed; men were:fa ſimple it theirfighs:|,thateliey:}* ores : 
thought himrobea coward, thatwold make: te res 6 


| ftrikeablow beneath thei irdic.Againe, if their weap6stre/'s the ſword 
wereſhort,asin cieowe were, yerfightis bertre Fa he ft 


looked aotatheſs dayes;ahan thenicwas, VYhois it ir. or «che w_ 


theſe daies ſceth kabae the blowncopalſeth round like dar iwar mcg 


.S wheele ; ; whereby:jt. hath a longer way to! £04 ':-bucthe rfeefthetlow | 


thruft pale thina ſtraightline;arid therefore commeth. 0 the legs is too- 


far, therby the 


.a nearer way,anddone in a ſhorter time thEistheblow; kal,fice, obo- 
and is mone 
no wiſe.:man that-will ſtrike ;vnleſſe be rbe:cwearie: 
point fordduaitage- 


thruſt. ner firiks 
41 the legs, nes 


we 


AIAY DELAY wark” 
B91 PER 


p; | 


that know net the - 
ve fight fri the _ - 


then is theblow?Therefqre there is: - 4ſcevered: - 


" an1 that wes the 
cave in.old time, | 


that they didun ] 
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+: pow am blowewpecially widen Grand, vilbaſpr hu or 
yan, ifemes ine. The deuill can fay no more for the 4 maintenance, 
in theſe dies oferrors. - | At; Fy JELLO EY 
| 4 bo 
Wi 5s BI rh ah mach ein weare' wm with, 
were -_} 4nd naift conmonty nearer, r, 
It Cebbe T ravers '* ©, © FE ve ſniftes, ava is ſooner 
El tk ahve. 
EF: WEq S'H er byrelio ntl conalichround 
pf rat ik a whecle, whereby ithath alonger way 
oa ae: d cocome;asthe Iralizn Fonſer ſaith, &chat 
rherhrult paſſingina ſtraigheline,commerh -. . 
. . _ anearerway, andtherefore ——_ one thenablow, - 
-  isnor true: theſe betheproofes. [4 
_ _  Lertwolieinchwic pertet ſtren ths and adinedl: . 
whereirrthe blades of their logs the motion of the 
| body,may notbecroſledofcither ide,theone to ſtrike, 
" andthe other rothruſt, Then meaſure the.diſtance or 
courſe: whereiwthehand apd bilc paſſeth to finiſh the 
' blowofthe one, and thethruſt of the other, and you 
 ſhallfind them both by meaſure, in diſtance all one. 
And lecanie manofiudgement_being ſcenc in the ex- 
erciſcofweapons; notbeing more additedvnto naue]- | 
ties offight, thervncortruth it ſelfe , putin meaſure, and 
praQiſe theſe three fights, variable , open , and guar- 
dant,and he ſhall ſee, that whenſocu anie man lyeth at 


| thethruſt vpon the Variable fight, (where of ncceflitie 


moſt commonly helyerh , or otheryyiſenotpoſliblie to 
keepehis Rapier from crolling at the blow &thruſt, vp- 
ontheopenorgardant fight, )thatthe blowes 8 chruſtes 


from theſe two fightes, come ancayerway , andamore_ 
ſtronger |. 


wh wy 
ſtronger and ſiſter courſe thendoth the thuat; ont of 


 Paradioeed of Defaite. Ft 


thevariable fight. Andi thus fora 
ſoeverthe Thrufter lycth, orour of yehait figh 
ke fighteth, with hisRapier, or RapierandDagger,, the: 
blow in his courſe commeth as neare; and neartr, nd: 
morefwiftind ſtronger then ON 70d 216 
«. F71 UE TASTES 

roſe br fanderh wpon both bow aid by there= 
/s fore the thr is not onely i to be tbe Eh 


239 Hat theie i is nd fight perfe& oidrbAt 12 
Iv blow and thruſt -neicher is there anic cer= 
KY. % taine _ be et forthe rat 
BLI0) point onely, the c rcaldns 
there are roar mogkens; 'withthe hand, | hoe wg —_— FO 
ſeer, andin euerie morionthe place of nl hoy 
red, & becaiſe by the motions ofthe hand; thealecring b 
- of the places ofthe hand, the changes of lyings wards, 
and breaking of thruſtes, the handwill ſometimes bein - 
| placeto ſtrike, ſome timestothruſt, ſometimes aſter a 
| blowts thruſt; and ſomerinies akierathruſtrofirike, & 
ſometimes 1n place where you may ſtrike;:andcannot - 
thruſt withour lofle of rime,, and ſometimes in place 
where you may thruſt, and cannot ſtrike without loſſc of 
time , and ſometimes in 'place where youcan neither _ 
| ftrikenorchruſt ;vnleſſe you light vpor- bath: blow and | 
thruſt, nor able-to defend your ſelf] by ward or going 
| backe becauſe your ſpace wilbe too wide, and:yourdi- 
| ſtance loſt . 'And ſometimes when you haue madea 
thruſt, a wardor breaking'is taken infuchfart withthe 
' Dagger or blade ofthe Sword that youcineitherthruſt 


; wherss/ 
ſever 


&7 bis in truth - 
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= thruſt, 


_ rousanddeadly becauſe if athruſt dohi 


| Qtorgt Siler ul 
>-al WY mi Bwly doe and go free, and ſometimes when 
you ſtrike, 4wardwitberakeninfubb ſort; that you can-: 
nar. ſtrike = zine, nor defend' your ſelte , vnieſſe you! 
ic youray fafely:dag And goe eve So to 
conclude, there isno perfe&ion.inthe true fight, with- 
out both blow andt ay,” nor certaine rule to be ſet 
nel 


dowile for the point O | 
PTY Mow ir more denes Is ME] is fbe, FOY 
"think, fer proofe thereof to obe Needs ng with Art, 


4. Dae E 8 \Lepraat holder hi ET SUE piper 6X pda 
oP f13:c1%5 1 Eadie; S146 


= Hich is-more Angola "4 deady in 
7 Ts 141g to thruſtdc © 


f, -/ $128 lehman... $7} Beg : 

d\ 0 | (Thiahnottion is00t: propounded dc- 
WW Y cordingtoart, becauſethere-isno fight 

perie&: 11mg low and chruſt, ie 


 Haltan. F[-2 
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cryet opinionsareptherwiſe holden 4 bb 
the thiruftis onely tobe vied; becauſc;itcommerhanca- 
rer way, and is more&dangerous and.deadly,-for-theſe 
reaſons: firſt the blow.compaſleth round like a wheele, 
burthe thrultpaſſethin aſtraighr lineztherfore the blow | 
Yr kpran ofthe compaſle, lathalongesway to go then 
dhe thruſt, 8& is rein longer in.doing,but the thruſt 
 paſſerhinaſtraightline,therforc hathſhorrer waytq 80 
thEhachthe blow,&is therfore done in aſhorter time, 8: 
ischerfore much; better then the blow, & more dan E- 


tthe face orbo- 

_ Uir, it-indangerethlife, ahd moſt commionly.death- cn- 

ſycrh: : burit di blow _ the ms is not ſodagerous. 
EE. TO Os 


. — = _ 


Y = " 
« od , # 
. = vp z < [4 


_ is muchbetter thea rhe thruit, [Againegthe force, ofthe. 
ehtuſt paſſerh ſtraight, therefore any; croſle being indi, 


_ withtruecroſlc in true time, orelſe wilnor ſafely defed DT 
him : and is therfore much better,8& more Tl nan ts / |: 259 


_ face,arenor deadly, neither arethey maimes,orloſle of 
| limmes orlife, neither is he much hindred for rhe time 
| inhis fight,as longas the bloud is hot: for example. 


from the arme ,hath manictimes bene ſcene, Againe, bed — © 
_ a fullblow vponthe heador face with a ſhort ſhare © 
Sword,is moſt commonly death. Atfull blow ypon the © bg 
En D 3 £ FS; Yes < 


Paredoxetof Defence. - | 
Letyour opini@sbe what they wil,butthatchetl 
cometh a nearcr-way;&is:{doner donerhgn the blows = 
not true: & for proofethereofreade the twelfth Paradox, 
And now will I ſet downe probable reaſons, thatthe The low mere* 
blaw is betrer thenthe thruſt, and more dangerous and Ro——_ then , 
deidly.Firſt,che blow.commeth;asneare away;& molt,” _ 
comonly nearer then doth the-thruſt & is therfare dons 
in aſhorrer time then is the thruſt: therfore in reſpe&of = * 
time,wherupon fadeth the perfeRion of fight,the blow 


force of a blow paſſeth indiredtly, therefore muſt be dis 
rectly warded in the counterchecke of his force: which | 
canat be done bur by rae couenicar ſtrength of aman,8& 


rely made, the force ofa child may pur irby:butche. 


the thruſt , and againe. the thruſt being made through | 
the hand,arme,or leg,or in many places of the body and 


| Thaue knowne a Getlemi hurt in R apicr fight,in nine 

or ten places through the bodic, armes; and legges,and 
yet hath continued in his fight , &afzerward hath ſlaine - 

the other,and come home and hath bene curedofall his 74. ws core 
wolids without maime, & is yet living.Burtheblow he- »f the hand the © 
. 'y | » | A] 0 WOT he har of ©790*, the leg,and F.: 
ing ſtrogly made, taketh ſomrimescleane away the hand, +. TH 


-—— 


E: | face arme, leg, orlegs,is 


"He thet giveth - 
|| - the firſt wound 
|| Wwith a ftrong 


23 | | agen: | oO 
necke, ſhoulder, arme,or legge, indangereth life, cut- 
ecthofftheveines , muſcles ,and finewes, periſheththe. 
bones : theſe wounds made by the blow, in reſpe&tof 
. perfehealing,are the loſle oflimmes, or maimes in- 
curablefor ever. TO 9 TFT 
| Andyetmore for the blow:a ful blow ypon the head, 
7 the partic ſowoun- 
ded in themercic of him that ſhallſo wound him. For 
what man ſhall be able longin fightto ſtand vp, either . 
| toreuenge, or defend himſelfe, having the veines,mu- 
* feles, andfinewes ofhis hand, arme, or leg cleane cut a- 
__ ſunder?orbeing diſmembred by fuch wqund vpon the 
Exce orhead, but ſhall be enforced therby,and through 
the loſle of bloud, the otheralitle dallying with him co 
yeeldhimſelf, or [caue his life in his merci? 
blew, comnewr: Andfor plainerdeciding this cotrouerlie berweene . 
th the feof the blow a the thruſt, conſider this ſhortnore, The - 
* blowcommeth manie wayes,the thruſt dothnotſo.The 
blow commeth a nearer way then a thruſt moſt com- 

_. * monly, andis therefore ſooner done. The blow requi- 

reth Ke ſtrength of a man to be warded; bur the rhruſt 

©. may be putby,by the force ofachild. A blowvpon the 

' hand,arme, or legge is a maime incurable; but a thruſt 

in the hand, are, or legge is to be recoucred. The 

blow hath manie parts to wound, and in eucrie of 

them commaundeththelifez but the thruſt hath but a 

| few, as the bodie or face, and not in eueric part of 
them neither. PIES Kee 
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Peradotetrof Defemecc 
of the difference betwixt the true faht & the falſe whey- 
| dnconſiſteth (the Principles being had with the dj. 
refton of the foure Gowerners) the whole _ 
perfettion of fight with all ma- | 


o 
3% 
* 
Ro 
- 


#58} done with the-hand before the. foot or 
| feet is rruefighr. The falſe fights be theſe: 
d| whatſocuer is donewith the footor feer. 


1642S before the ha ect 
is ſwifterthenthe foot, the foot or feet being aſlower. 
' mouerthen the hand: thehand inthatmaner of fight is 


ticdtothetimeofthe footar feer, and being tied there- 


to, hath loſt his freedome, and is made thereby as flow 
in his motions as the foot or feet: and therforethat fight. 


Isfalſe. 
Of enill orders or enftomes in our Englih re N08 
of the old or ancient teaching of weapons, things very ' 
weceſſarie to be continued for the anoiding F - WEL 
rors, nd reuining and continuance of owr | 
ancient vueapons andmoſt vitto- Yd; 


riows fight againe. , 
wy Here is in my opinid inour Fence-ſchooles I 


Yan cuill order or cuſtome in theſe dayes v- 
ſed, the which,if irmight.ſtand with the 
goodliking of our Maiſters of Defence, I 
Brhinke itneceſſarieto be left: for as long as 


| hard to make a good Sc —_— 


jp 


=A,] He true fights be theſe: whatſneuer is 14 


nd.is falſe;becauſe thEhand 


3 


— this, at the ſingle Sword, Swordand Dagger, 8& 


'. Sword and Bucklerjrheyforbid the thruſt, & atthe' fin- 
plRapter and Raper 8c Dagger hey forbid rheblow, 
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Iy ſtrike himin diuerſe places with his hand. Againe,take 
this foran example, that the cyes by ſwift motions are 
decemed;: turne aturne-wheele ſift, &you ſhallnotbe 
ableto diſcerric with yourbeſt cies how many ſpokes be 


+ | -inthewhecle, nonar whether therebe any ſpokesatall, 
IT ormhercofthe wheels is made, andyetyou ſcewhen the 


wheels: ftanderh till: there is alarge diſtance berweene = 
{He that will dot beleeue that the ſwift mo- 


$01 ofcebandin i villdeceivecheeye,Chal we w 
| broad 


[ 


beN 


frhe 


decciued. And whe they be wounded,they fay rhe:Ager 
 - wasalitle tooquicke for them;ſometimeg they ſaythey 
baretheir dagger a licletoolow : ſometimes they, are : 


chruſtnderthe daggerghen they ſay they bare alirls | 


ro9 high :ſometimes arhruſt being ſtrongly made; they. 
being ſoundly paid thereyith, fay,rhey were a lice tog 
| flow, &ſomerimes they be ſoundlypaid wich athrult 8 


. 4: Ds . . | 225-7 Part T he Dagger ian E 
Qiſe or thinke ro be cunning in the dagger watd, are all af watt 


the dayesofthcir liues learning andareneuer taught, 


k % To! 


That the Swordaxd Buckler hath the vantage” 
 4g4A1G the Sword ana Tar et. $13 I 


A» 


 fights;thatis, the variable fight, & the clole 
> bight,for the cloſe tightthe niiberof his feer 
' are toa many to take againſtany mi ofskill 


: 


though not ſo many innumber,yer too many to win the 
% Prey with his foot to ſtrike or thruſt home. The ſword 8 
uckler-man can our of his variable,ope8gardir fight, 


comebraucly off & 9n, falſe anddouble, ſtrike & thruſt 
home, & make atruecrolle vponeuery occalion athis 


-. 


- fight, the bredchofhis Targerwillgorſufferir, i 


open fight,chEharh che Sword 8&Buckler man. in.cftec 
_  theſwordandBuckler tothe (ingle., for incharfightby A 
| reaſonofthebredeh,thetarget can do litle good or none. 


F;. 


= . 


c 
. they - 
f * 


_ caberterſecroward then ckler,thall cuerbe = 


Þ. He Sword & Target together hachbuctwo 25 


hauing the Sword & buckler;& for theyariable fight al- © 


pleaſure:ifthe Sword & Target mi will flie to his gore 
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7 >Sniard, there is no preat p/n ro ol 
made in anie of theſe weapons: whenſoeuer anic blow 
or thruſtſhallbe ſtrongly madewith the ſtaffe, they are. 
euerin falſe place, inthe cariage ofthe wards, for ifat a- 
ny of theſe (ixe weapons he carichis ward high 8&ſtrog | 
 forkis head; as ofneceſſitiche muſt caric it yeric high, | 
otherwiſe it will be too weake to defend a blow being 1 
ſtrong ly made at the head, then willhis ſpace be too | 
' wide, in due timeto breake the chruſt- front his bodie. 
Again, if he carie his ward lower, thereby tobe in c- 
got ſpace for readineſſeto breakeborh blow & thruſt, 
then inthatplace his wardis roo low, and too weake to 
_ "deferid the blow ofthe ſtaffe;for the blow bein gſirongly 
_ *madeatthehead vpontharward, will wins ethe 
ty:  wardand his head together, and pur. him\'in Sear dan- 
+ _Perofhislife, Andher@'isro be nored, thatiflic fight 
_ well, the ſtaffe-man neuer ſtriketh burat thehead, and 
thruſterh preſently vnder at the body: and if a- blow be 
firſt made,athruſt > Ha ; &ifathruſtbefirftmade, 
'a blow folfowerh; { andin doingotanyof them; theone 
breedeth the other : fo thathowſocucrani: . oftheſe xe 
Wi ri (Hall arte rind ward ftrongly to defendtheffirſt, 
)alkb4 to farrein f| pace tg de #-2h9 he ſecond, whe 
"er Fitbe blow Grthruſt? jad el nd bo 
” "Yet apaine, for the More ate! : the hore ut Kath 
- the ings AY the Barttl-axe, blacke-bill, or Hal- 
| batd, 


| diſtance, thatgneofthe Sword &L 


bs Paradoxes of of Beſexce.r WY 
bard: the ſhort ſtaffe hath,zhe vantage,by Wy" 

nimbleneſſeand length: hewill ſtrike and\t reelys 

_- andin berterand ſwitter time then can the Bang AXE, 
'Blacke-þill, or Halbardanglhy reaſon ofhis iud lgement, 

diſjance and time,fi gl he ſafe; And this reſoll Wards E 

ſhore ſtaffe is the beſtweapon againſt a [. maner of wes: 

pons, the Forreſt bill excepred. >. . 

Alſo the ſhort ſtaffe. hath: aduantage alt twO-Thefton FOR 


g 7 hal Pike hath _. 
| Swords and Daggers, or:twqRapiers, Painires, and Fg ef Ie = 
.| Gantlets, the realonsaud cauſes befortatef Wn yain# iwojwerd 


part ſer downealready , thewhich being well copli de-.and dexger men, 


or two Kapiers." 


"red, youſhallplainely ſee, that. whenſa' cr anie. oncof icinierds, and 
the Smord & Dagger men, orRapicr a an Wes men. 11506) ; 


ſball breake his diſtance , or ſuffer, the Fr5 SENS ha Ae 2 


breake his,that man which didfirl DIEArC N 
 ſufferthe diſtance to be won again! oe: preſen * 1m, 
dangevofdeath. And thiscinot inreaſanhbe denied, be- Et 
cauſethediſtahce appertaigingto the Se EI 
to keepe orbreake, ſtanderh APorotG Foul Koi IY 
large ſpace alwayes at the, moſt;both for his.  ONENCE QF. 
ſafety. The.other two.in the Kat BE their.di ' TN if 
offend the Staffe-man , haue. IRayet 2s PaGe>. at. 
the leaſt therin they, fall rob great iz Jags 
| feet, ad t09 ſhore in diſtance. rg;,o! 
tat, Now:-thoreireſtethno more; to.b 
how the.Stafſe-man ſhallbehauchi 


 bebindhim,while cheorher.ſhalbulight 


thats verycalis by.realonofthelmal ngber of, 
forby a verie ſmall turning ofhis.frer, as.1t were in. 


Centerpointofawheele, the ther-rwo. tok Pay 
Gibance,are driuen to ruane 067 99H 


pie Oy 


%. , . 
- = "__—_ ov 9 A. ns >. oe TY _ 


4v George Sither bis 
bY the viierinoR part or cles of thewheele: 
all this while the Staffe-man is verie well. Then it com- 
meth thus to paſſe, whether they both labour ro gerbe- 
| hind him, oronekeepe direQly before bim whileſt the 
other get behind him , Oy w/o that be brought to. 
_ | paſſe; they ſhalcitherbe both before himor iuſt againſt - 
borh ſides ofhim: at which time ſocuer the Staffe-man 
_ findingeither ofthem within diſtance, he preſently in 
king ;ofhisplay, flayerh with blow or Geof one of 
eh& or arthe leaſt purrethhimin greardanger ofhis life. 


 Ifthe Staffe-man rake his' time, when they' are both 


| beforthim, thar is to ſay ; before they come tothe half 
| ring, tuſt againſt both fides ofthe Staffe-man., then he 
_ thatistiearcfiwithindiſtanceisſlainby blow or thruſt;, 


7 or putitigreatdariger of his life. Bur if the Sword and. 


Dagger men dokeepe their diſtance vntill they tome to. 
theiuſthalfe ring right againſtthe ſides'ofthe Staffe= 
an, andthen breake diſtance, thatmanthatfirſt brea- - | 
 kethidiftanice' 3s {laine wich blow or thruſt; orforehurr, 
aid in greardanger ofdeath-andthe/Staffe-manin: = 
kir | chatplay atthatinſtant, muſtcurne with onelarge_ 
the which he may eaſily do ; before theother can- 
Ar ligh' to offend him, by teafon thathe. 
e\ithhibfcet but one kryepace ; burthe 
' bi - wes three paces,” Burt the Sword 
*r-men 1 qrrtrs that they be before 
in the time oftheit being vpon 
deefthecirclezrightagaitdt | 
ln MASS lgence 


| borh [ide 
W's both or Hin Ken hin; thattroublerhthe 


Sraffe-mannorhif ator inthatveryeime, ywhenhe 
— Rides Paſt _— partof the circle, he > 


| hen ty 


$ 


| Paradagts of "Defence. WF 
ſenelyturnerh, by the-which heſhall ns 
folfe as irwere ina triangle , and: both 
er alt pea oeh efope hit xn 
diſtance: of three paces , from offending of hita atthe _ 
leaſt, as artticfuſt they did. And take this forattue, og hu 
ground, thero! noman able:to ward a ſound'blow. | © 
with the Swordand Dagyer, er Rapicr, Poinyard, and ' 
Gantlee, being ſtrong y made at the head , withthe 
| Staffe;, and run in withall, the forceof both handes is, 
ſuch, being in his full motion and coule, that 
the other do carichis watd high:and ſtron with both: 
handes,, yethis feetebeing mouing from theground, _ f 
the great force ofthe blow will ſtrike himwith hisward, E, , 
and.all downe we ound , But he ſtandfaſt wich. = 
| hisfeete; he miaywirh both weapons together; hon: 
defend his head from the blow, bu urthenyou are 
ently inſtructed, the thruſt being preſent ly made, after: 
 theblow full at i bodie; it is impoſſbleinduetimeso —_ . 
breakeit, by reaſon ofche argenciſe of bis ſpace.» gt 1: 58 


7 he chart Staff bath the ventage ageini7 the long Rafe, 
and Morris Pike, and the Forreſt bill againſt « all 
| '\'- rarer of weapon? . | 


Þ He! reaſons are theſe c The bore Staffc 27 2 
hath the vantage.af — Saffe and 
4- [SS] Morris Pike in bis! ſiren gy Bend ownes 
IT "of pace in hid fe ure wards FEY ence. 
[t Avdthe Forrefthi hath'the vantage of 
own re 18 his ſtrep eth agd, narrownes of 
ſpace in his cig pf oarteaFdelmess andthe ratherbe- 
EO Ss Trace 


Fo 


Ed , 
Tg wy « 
and w 3 OT %. A 


T5 Seri Pike chat i rotey foure wichctht Saalſey'and 
 fourewiththehead;and is more ofeniiue: then is the. 
___  Sraffeor Morris Pike: yet aqueſtio chay be made bythe. 
 vnxkilfull ,concerningthe fi he berweenthe long Staffe | 
o»,.. andthe ſhore, 4n this-ſort:' 
bf 2 have aduantageagainſt ſhort Staffe;ſinbe thatehe 


| png 


__ ofhis Staffe 

| rowneſeo 
 preſemlyby Cokebacks ofhis Staffe-in his handes., 

 _  miakehis Staffea5 ſhortas theothers,, andſobe readie 


d | | Anſwere, 


George Shlverkue 


y.ſhould not & long 


ong Staffe-man , being at libertie with his bantles, may: 
> his longScaffe both long and ſhare:forhis beſt ad> 
','when he: ſhallthinke it good, and:therefore 
when + (hallfind bimſelfc oucrmatched'm the length! 

,byrheftrerigth ofthe ſhore Sraffe, arldnar- | 
fp ace in his fourewwardes of defence, he can 


rofight with hin at his owne length. Tochis] anſwere, 
thatwhen the long Staffe-man'is driven theretolye, the. 
length ofhis'Staffe thar will-lye behindhim,, will hinder 
himto ſtrike;thruſt, ward, or goe backe in due time. | 
Neicher'cari/heturne the contrarie-<nd ofhis Staffe to. 


| keepeout the ſhorr Staffe man fromthe Cloſe,nor lake- | 


ly to defend himſelfe at his OR itn.) 


4 [gaijne of ehe Vantages of weapons. 

 Ake this for a generalrule alllorg Sans] 

Morris Pikes, Forreſt bils , Iauelins , or 
ER ſuch like long weapons,of what ſort ſoe- | 

WP uer;;” beitigaboue'the.rrue lengrhes , the | 

ſhotteſt haue theaduancage:y »bectuſe they can'crofſe| | 

and vicroffe inſhorter time : Fa canthe longer:and all \ 


maner of ſhortweapons ro bevſed with both handes, as 
ſtanes, and fack like. Pn Oe lenprhes , 


bs, " the 


 Paxa 
thelo eſt tariothe; aduantape;'and RO UE I ia 
pobis: On vrticns hin ; thar 'xrezabboerheper-. 


 fetlength ofthe ſingle Sword; the ſhorteſt have-the 


vantage; anddftwiamerof weaSorns wider the iuſtlength 
Hor Saches Fanchions,Skaines,or Hangers, 


| Woodlaiues Pappers;andfubh/lithſhoreweapons of | 


imperfe& lehgthes, the longeſt have the advantage , 
| becauſe the fight of theſe weapon 
halfe or quarter :Sword, wherein bythe ſwift motions of 
theirhandes; 'theireyes are'deceiued; andinthofewea- 
- pons, cotnionlyfor their handes liech nodefente; And 


 iftwo ſhall fight with ſtaues or Swordes, or what wea- 


pons ſoeuer;the one of them hauing his weapon longer: 
then the petfe&tengrh, andthe otherhis weaponſhor- 
ter then rhe 
hath the vautape; becauſethe ſhorteſt can makenotrue' 
Croſle in true time; The ſhort Staffe or halfe Pike, For: 


reſt bill, Partiſan, or Gteue , or ſuch like weapon sof 


perfe&t length, ro bevſed with borh' handes, havs the 
adtontage apainſt two Swordes'and Daggers, ortwo 

Rapicrs, Poiniardes, and Gantlers, and againſtall other 
- WEAPONS whatſoeuer, the Forreſt bill OREpAe.” 


| Cdgene for the thois St4 fe or half pike. 


F beſt weapon of all other Ys other 
P vi apons may be more offenſive, andeſpe- 
EY cla Spinſt mane weapons together; by 
1 ofars nfmbleneſſe and Fvift motions, andis not 
much inferiour to the Forreſt bill, although the Forreſt 
bill be more offenſi ue, and bath morewardes, becauſe 


TH W. | G 2 


doneraf Dfeme. 1 46, 


s-confift within the 


perfe@ lengrtt; he that hath the longeſt. 


He Alon Staffe is moſt commonly the 29 


7 ———— — re OOO PI _ bo 


_ ſo.thereforehach the 


- becauſe indrawingofthem _ betwixt their 

_ theirmotions are{wifter backewardes, then isthe time 

_ ofthe Agents feet forwardes, by the which all theirloſt 

' times are redeemed : i rate theſe weapons in 5M 
the 


and 


_ theſe cauſes, they boldly make hame WH hg q 


male nota feſance. a a 
Pons, {ot 


Moe Jl 


| Bf Saficis veric mater bore Bl is a More Cer- 


cainemarke,by reaſon of the breadeh of the bead, wher- 
by asthe Bill hach aduant or gray wardes-in the head, 

Se like defence, or rather... 
more; to: play. ypon the-head, of the Bill,,not.onely 50 
make pede arte ward, but thereby,the rathertocaſt, 
the-Bil opt of the right line, whereby the Staffe-man 


- may thruſtſafy, and eadangerche Bill-man:andthe-ra-. 
therberaue thereinhe.is che firſt mouer , "wherin there 


is great vantage, bottsintimeand force . 'And it the Bil-. 


man bg not very-skilſulicall yancagesanddifaduantages. 


of both ſides conſidered, )the ſhorr Sraffe will proue the 
beter weapon. Laſtly note this, thatlang Staues, Mor- 


TisPikes, and ſuch like weapons ; of A's lengrhes, 


being to be vſed with boxh hands, notwithſtanding their 
imperſed lengthes, are perfet weaponsto be vicd, the 
one againſt the other, andtheir fightes therein. pertedt, 

andes, 


fightes, the one againſt theother are perfeR. An 
mery ons inthenight arethe beſt weapons ofall other, 
auegreat aduenrage agaimſtthe forreſt Bill ſhort 


Staffe, or anie manerof ſhort weapons wharſocuer: :for 


if.neede be againſt deſperate. men ,, that; w}  yenture 


themſeluesro runin, they redeemer hea gc 


theather with ſhorter weapons for. NE, 
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The tall man bath the vantage, for 
rheſecauſes zhis reach being longer, and 


{ = MMA {= 


weaponvnto his ſtature accordingly ;he-bathgherebya VERS 
ſhorter courſe with hisfeet to winthe true abt hats 7 
in by the ſwift motion of his hand , he may ſtrike or rank aces 

_  thruſthome :inthe whichtime aminofmenneſtarure'®" re 


cannot reach him;&by his large pace z inbis 4xyepace 
In his regreſſion further, ſerreth hivaſelfontofall dane 


ger,8thelc are the vantagesthat atallman ons air 
anic manof ropes then bimſelle, .. 0359} un 


16-2211: Solellid(' 13 21] Siu ada 
' Whar ranrage ha a a  wanoſm ineane : lar 


_ arallman?? 001 tru, 2TuOy 155 1916971 DYE 
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"Wh ycheniFhis bd AO akave the wine 
rage again mEofmeane faruregt cſholdene 
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Wy Fare 
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and dong, as well _ 
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Cora \evantd 


® > | 


| he Sik Tl gp: 
ch j- no perfe&ion, 0 by then this lien men of like 
thre" beach Sc lenptt ofwapon, NallGghrropether, 
the wh Aichi will ſeldowie/orn no 
the grins weapons , RarurevOpreaches (iftheir |. 
ſwords ſhould B&'of jftict erence moſt 
commonly there wilbeth theitreaches, 
eMaiſter. | 

;Yes verily .thetall minharh Riill the vantage,andyet | 


Fd 


- the is perfect although the ment] aihaltha cn. 
| en Ws hon 


. *ches,or lengths of theinwoapons, - 
- Or 200417. Scholes. 


|" Thatcar hardly ele rae: outs by % 
Arthowto auoidior fafcly defendmylelte , MO. 


nianc 'of memeſtacutecagaiaſtatallulun.” 


, DWaifter, > * 
| Iwilltell you: there belongeth vnto this Ares &- 
fenceonclyto be vied withthe feer, progreilian, regreſ- 


F6 fion raverſing,and treading of grounds: im anyoftheſc 


you playing the' part ofthe Patient or Patient Agent, 
your fceteare ſwifter in their morionsthen arcthe A-- 


- gents, becauſe his weight andnumber of his feet in his | 
comming towinthetrueplacetoſtrike or chruſthome, 


are greater then yours , and therefore the true time. is 
yours toauoid him, or lafolpzo defendyour ſelfe : ſothe 
wah (211 Frueang) 6 Sa harhſtill che vantage. 


i...» SEOOHEE.. .. 

'Yer Tam-pat folly. ishec erein, becauſeyoute! 1 
revie thatthe tall man hath the vantage,an notwi 
g you fa ay Artis tie, wherein then hath the 


E,whets vo r Art u candefend | 
i 37 n wind Ph Yo | 
| Jef >. 3 Fe; | | | Meier 


ever happen, buteither.in | _ 


Wi  Parudoxt w—oncgl Y 
; S17:22£0 Jid; £-+. C 
Tile yoatherein bus, Therallms ar 
w—_ he hn mation kia fighstbead 
, with morccaſe:then;ean-the man-« 
ns o7 becauſe the. : man of.cacane ſtature; fr uy Lhd 
by afurthercourſewirh his: Frerecopaſſeco the plarey, 
wherein hemay ſtrike oc «hirvſt-bom&\,and in waingo F 
of that place js driven; by Act:to came! rded yBr J » 
derhis wards to bor<arroin Fra ufe itt time of., af 
his comming ;thetall atenolol rartifi; 
cially Gnikeotchrafi bog, mtbe whickiumc, ihe ms: 
ofmeaneſtature fſhqulddfaule in the leaſkiote ofhigArty | 
he ſhouldbein great daunger'af.death or hurt, By nh 
pf rallman can naturallyang afely come:to the 
open, withoutany:artificialiwards atall; LTrr - . 
 ſoendanger theachen erdriuchin; fille trawede his! 


ns 


ground, withall the artificial skillthat he hathtoider 7” incite 


i. 


fend himiſelſe ; zand all this che tall man doth by __ ff in atall man 
of his lengrh of weapon,large pace aint mes 


thoſe cauſesthe call mankiarh ſtill the vavtageofmenofFe 
- . meaneſtature,andyctnotwitſtiding the noble. Science; Lage pace, 
of Defence molt perfe& ad good... "T4410 
Of the long wg fuel Kip Kapier fight: b exe allewadahe 
_ wing bot rkill the that x tbe beftwraſtter.,or if net- \i: 
ther of them cap wraſtle , the trongeſt may 
moſt commonty killeth the other. or led 
©. wethbimathbiemercie, | © 
Fe Hen two yaliant men- of ill at:fij C 
F& picr do figlit joneorboth ofthetarpghto 
V monly flanding vpontheir atlLoy 
Sin > will — ſecke to FORO 
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 Rapiorsbeing long; the eraffingof theblates eas! 

_ beauoided:that 


C0 
wherel i htdgncnt may —_—_ hows. 


Gage Stlde bis kj 

bur having both kh) not without ſpeciall 
pardorcſethe which they may ſafely 
dofbyuealba Sethe length of their 


faftehwirhihes / wriſts, \AVNNES. 


beſt 
nly falleth out;thathe that is the deftwraſtler, 


con on {2 man(ifneither ofchem 


ark. peer 


pointot his rapier; : 
orthroſthim ;leauing 


ig 


his hill 
ſtanding ' 
Hmancrotaduk-" 


2uailtrlrhimnot,bet 


made, the oppreſior ruoneth 
faſter forwards then cankhe defendant ee yand; 


ſoirebroughs rogerh er,as inthefirſtafſaultche mert, ; 
83e cawnile: oO” ercncconinghyperbembal 


of rhe Rapier and Poiniard. fa by bermixe waliant 
- wen aging b e/ ki... | 
SF PN .ceo valiant wendo lightar Rapi&r. MBOE: 


. {= \F FF # 4 F 
\\ F - 


'preſſe hardto wine i 


H 


Rapieraborhapning: ” 
_ boch of one'mind); \theritheedo beiahoeremfelin roge-. | 
. - ther:thatbeing done, nockfwithRapiers auaileth they: 

" preſernlygrapple f 
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whteleny ing; vi ſlrlvingaogerher, | 
findfortheic aduantages: wherby irmoſt || 


e) [OMer+ . 
ſting bpNrength, or fineddlbia wyilts 
Rapier from his aduorfarieor caſtinghimfrs. 

;or tofuch diſtance; thathe | 


dead:oraliuear his - 
= metcies Borifbut ro reraroadn mentſhallſceke ea! 


_ rurvinto'the cloſe, and thatthe othet ſhaſbvſce 
Y intracerfingof his groand:; or otherwiſe by 


Y 


| Peradivets of Defenee.” : 1 
be'of one mind , the time is doubled in winningths| 
ſame : whereby it  commeth to paſle, that then he that 


firſtthruſeth,endangereth, killeth or hurteth the other: | 


andifthey both thruſt rogether, as they maydoby the 
equal! time oftheir fect, then they are moſt commons 


| lyboth ſlaine ;or both: hurt. And this is well knowne 
- voto all men of skill, that the place being once gotten, _ 
.. rhere isneither judgement, ſpace, pace aa time,Cither_ 


y breaking with 


by wards with their Rapicrblades, or 
their Poiniards ; or flying backe, that can. 


ofthe Rapiers winneth him thecroſſe; the croffe bein 

| taken, theplace is had;theplace beinghad, hethat 
 thruſterh firſt ſpeedeth: ifboth thruſt rogerher, the 

bothin dan ger: the preſently followeth Gnleſſe itp fr 

 Godotherwife tohaueit) the ſtabs with thei GR Bgers, 
wherein there liethno defence, 


of the lon ”; Repier & Poiniard. fight herwaiig ewowvaliant 
men,the one hauing kil, the other noxe: that he that . 
hath no skill hath the VEE. oY 


0 


[d \ G Rapicrs and Poiniards, the one. hauing: 


H 


(0) of 
defend them. Bur ifbur one of them will ſecketo win is 
by paſſage,hard preffing,orotherwiſethe place, wherin 
inhis indgement he may thruſthome, it is impoiſible = 
for the other to denice him the ſame , becarſe the length | 


77> FED Hen witantiing men ſhal fehe with 15s 3 


$kill , and the other none, he thathathno 
Y cLl moſt commoly proueth bimſelfthe | 
Y better mi, for theſe cauſes or reaſons fol- 
lowing: Fi the skilfull man as knowing the other to. 
haucno Skill, or finding i it-ro-be fo by his ſbape « or. 


- progunt on een 
cpa p _—ncencd a — —— NM - oc 
"ELL _ , _ —_— 


= 56 > | 'Grorge Siluer bis : 4 
=}. - uber comming towardes him , will preſentlyyeeld 1 
| © _ totakethe aduantageof his comming, or elſe with all | 
|''v  _ - ſpeed puthimſelic intohis ſhortward, tobe readic at 
n- his commingto makeonta ſtrong Stocats (asthe /trali- 
avs call it) the other knowing his imperfeRion in 
fight, aſſurerh himſelfethere canbe no greatgood for 
' , him co ftand long our at the point, preſently redoubleth 
| i _ + - or reuiueth his ſpirits with perfe& reſolution ,to make 
©  fſhortworke, couragiouſly with ſome offenſiue ation; 
ſuchas nature ſhallbeſt yeeld yntohim,flieth in with all 
force and agilitie , the Fl man ſtandeth watching to | 
rake ſucha aduantages as his ſchoolemaiſter hath taught | 
- him, in the which time, manic times it falleth our, he is 
[= 5 raught anewtime,cucn by an vnskilfull mar) that neuer 
-— *- _ _ foughtbefore, is ſorehurtor ſlaine : and ifirhappen 
- theyboth miſſe in their offenſiue ations, then by rea- | 
.__ fonthereof,, and of the imperfeR length of their Ra- 
piers, they cometo ſtabbing withthejr Poiniards, wher- 
inthere lyeth no defence, cauſe diſtance being bro- | 


ſwift motions of their handes) are decciued, 


_ tha the long ſingle Repier ,or Ropier and plot 6rke be- 
| Pweenetwo vnckilfull men avg valiant. 


= Hen two vnskilfull men( being valiant) |- 
[7 ſhall fight with long ingleRapiers, there 
YA isleſſe danger in thatkind offight, byrea- 
EY S lon of theirdiftance in conuenientlength, 
St: walpht. = nfo y then is with ſhort Rapiers, 
_.- wherebyitcommethto paſſe, that whirhu/r ſhell hap- 
hy ba wb aald Faniewirh oO” ee et their 
xpicrs 


| ken, judgement faileth, timeis loſt,and their TY rhe | F 


bing» withtheir Ponuhenty Fj 


| likewiſe in due time cannot. be done, becauſe the hand ference: if both = 


hand and head from the blow; forno cic "_N making a =. g **dingof green 
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: peabeteafiefincs. + 
Rapiers i is done in a moment, and preſently w 

ple and wraſtle rogether, wherin ardent: 
ſioageſior beſt Wraſtler ouercommeth, andthe like 
fight falleth out berweenethem, atthe lon; Rapierand. 
Poiniard , but much moredeadly, becauſe.inſtead of: 
Cloſe and Wraſlling, they fall moſt WS: je 


1 
} 


of the imperfeltion add Jn enel of Re ans 7 OY f 
4 Fall, of what length ſorn Log 4 s bs 


3 $ -- 

WFEX F wo fight with long Rapiers epi euerie 
Tp — Croſſe made within the halfe upotin if they fo, 
8 Eg bauc Poiniardes, they moſt commonly ſtabbe ger = 
cach other, which cannot be auoided', becauſe the Ra» }; —_ _; 


piers beinglong, the Croſſecannot be vndone ofcither Peth home, huy« _ 


fide, without going backe with their feete , the which - worſe 


is more ſivifter then the feete,and the fee re moreſwiſter !hruf rgerber, | 


in their courſe forwardes then backwardes, neither can - «cr 13009-OY 


the Croſſe be prevented, becauſe the point tof neceſlitie their Space; of | 


lyeth too farre off in his offe nce,orelſe within compaſſe ah TUES. 


of the true time ofthe handand bodie, by reaſon of his the rime of he 
imperfect length, and ſo by the likereaſons, iftwo fight hand, and by the 


with long ſingle Rapiers , vpon 'euerie Croſſe made 6692p ; 


therewith, within the halfe' Rapicr, the Cloſe cannot be inthe d farce. [i 
auoided | wherby ircommeth to paſle';moſt common- pps th "FF 


ly, thatthe ſtrongeſt man or beſt Wraſiler , ouercom- The fre iv © - 
meth'. Now if two do fighe with ſhort Rapiers, OÞRa- thiir comſe, but 


and ho 
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piers ofconuenient length, ſuch Rapiers be inconueni- 539. 1-0 | "on 


ent and inſufficient alſoforlacke of an hilt to defend the ne forthe a 0 = 


H 3 


- 


| Ororge Sfhfuirbis 


perfe& ward fortheh<ad., ra defend a blow, 'can dif- 


ceme to take the ſame within'three. or foure+ inches , 
__ may as well and as often fall yponthe hand, as 
vpon! blade of the Rapier. Againe, the hilt as weil ſer- 


_ vethto defendrhe head/as the hand, and is amore ſure | 


o 


and ſtrong 


ward, then is the blade of the Rapier, And 


_ . further, vnderſtand this for cruth; that ingardantando-. _ 


; 5 
& y 
TIE. A 

ny 


Pen fight, the hand without an hik lieth open tomoſt 
 blowestharſhalbe ſtroken by the Agent, out of the gar- 
dantor open fight, becauſe jn the.trut cariage of the 
gardant fight, the hand muſt lieaboue the head, in ſuch 
ſtraightnes and narrownes of fpace, that which way ſoc- 
ner Agentſhall ſtrike or thruſt at the bead, face, or 
bodie, the removing oftwo or foure inches ſhalt Gue 
all. Andnow ſomewhatmore for the ſhortneſlcior con- 
uenicntlengrthofRapiers, | i 
Rapicrs hauing no hilts to defend the head, the Ra- 
ler-man is driven of neceſſitie to lie at the variable | 
he or low ward,and being there he can neither defend. 
; induetime, head, face, nor bodie from the blowes or 
- thruſtes ofhim, that ſhall fight out of the gardant or 0-. 
. pen fight, bur is continually in great dangerofthe A. 
gerii ya theſe cauſes following. Firſt, becauſe his fpace 
25 too wide to defend his head from blow or thruſt, Se- 
condly his Pace ſtanding vpon that fight, wilbe of ne. 
cefſitie too great ortoo narrow:iftoo narrow,too weak: 


*. 


if toolarge,his weightand number ofhis feet, are too | 


F | "IDK ag him,thatis vpon hisgardant or open | 
i: \ts #3 a” | EB RR 14. | =o | 4." Of 


| perfection of their ſafetie, irauaileth them nothing. 
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HeRapierfight, whether itbe ſingle ot ac- 36 


ro | —_— Wn 1 oo gay 74 0 
W1| 1 4F4copanicd with Poiniard, Buckler, cloke, or 
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@ lg 225 of mae, is fill by reaſon atthe ihfuf. 
| mW ticiencicprimperteRion ofthe Rapſeryan = 
/imperſed fight : vaperte inftruments Gan make ho 5; |: 

per muſics, neither can path expe nts) 
perfedt fight: let the men..that handle them have = 
Althea knowledge tharmay bein allmanerof weapotis, = 
yearhefullheight,or perfeion,abdetuc hablic by his | 
 greatlabour and induſtry,euen as ir werenatutilly effe-. - 
Cted in him, yet if theweapons that they ſhall fight 
 withall be imperieR or inſulicientro, p F ST | 


ſocuer apperraineth vto true fight;as.concern 


me .: 


Whartſhall we then ſay for the Rapier? Is the Rapier' 
an imperfect or infufficieat weapon to perfonrme 
whatſocuer appertaineth vnto the true. fohrd Yea: 
Wherefore ?, Becauſe vnto the true fight there'a per- d 
rainerh foure fights, Gardaiit fight, Opei fight L 19Þ 
ble fight, and Cloſe fight: withour all foure of theſe. 
fights it is impoſſible to fight ſafe: bur theRapier for 
lacke ofan hilt is tn vnperfet weapon, and therefore 
inſufficient rofight ſafe vpon thefe foure fights; the 
reaſons are alreadie'ſet downe in the Paradoxe be- 
 fore,buritis inferred to looſe the benefiroftwoofthe 


| 


. 
w 3 


| hs F 
; ; \ 


Hh 
as 


 poſſibi tetic in any oft ſta 
_ deth. Theſe fights depend altogether vp6 variable fighe 


lag prcobling tl thrults goingbacks tdiereons 
_ or turnings ofthe body, or what e 


- 
Y 


George Silverbs 


! 


c.and roflie fromthe, 


| beſt fights, rdant and x vr br, ES 
' having prouedthrough the imperfeQion or inſufficien- 


cie ofthe Rapier, the imperfection/of the Rapier fight, 
it remaincththat Iſpeake of thereſt of the a8. or 
inſtruments appertainingyncoRapier fight, 

pier and Piniad gh the Ropier8-Buckle 


4 


Ra  Fointard hight, the Rapicr & 1 

the Rapier and cloke fight,8&the Ra er &gloue | 
fight: all theſe fights by reaſon of the imperfe- 
ofthe Rapicr, and Rapicr tight, are all alſo imper- 
ghts: andforproofe of the vncertaintie-and im- 
ities of ſafetic in any oftheſe fights , thus irſtati- 


Qion 


andcloſe fight: in anie of theſe fightsir is impoſſible in 


re rom rolling, ori beeakin with the Poinjards”. + 
uckler, cloke, or breaking or catching with the gloue _ 


true ſpace -of Offence to keepe the blades oftheſt Rxs | 


 ofmale; becauſc in anie of theſe two fights, the 'Aperit 


bath ſtillin true ſpace the blade of the Paticnes Rapier 
to warke vpon. theſe things byletters cannot be made 
moreplaine , neither-is it vnknownetothe skilfull, or 
in fight by anic meanes to be aupided , the weapon 
being too farre in true ſpaceto be| wrought vpon, the 


od place cannot bedenied , do the patient Agent what he 


can for his life to the contrarie,either by blowes,thruſts, 


lſe ſoeuer mayin the” \, 
higheſt touch ofwitor ſtrength, or agilitic of bodichg 
ent: but 1h 


x 


; RET RT IG. IM I WTOOPLY | 
- gent by narrowneſſe of ſpace bringeth himſelfbyſtrog | 


gardto the place, where being brought, it isas impoſh ©. 


; bleto fighe ſafe, as itis for two. deſperate men ſet toge- 


1 ther | 


[ 


. Paradoxesof Defence. _ 


loft,cither tooffend in fafctie, orfafely to defend them- 

ſelues: andtheſe reaſons, rules,or grounds of the feates 

of armes are infallible and inuincible. - or 
Now, 0youlralian teachers of Defence, where are 


Lg 


your Sfocat as, Imbrocatas, Mandritas Punt as, & Puywrs. 


 renerſas,Stramiſons Paſſe tas,Carricados, Amazzas & In- 

cartat4s, &playingwith your bodies , _— with 
yourfeetalitle aſide,circle wiſe winding of your bodii 

_ making ofthrec times with your feet together,marking 


with onceycthe motion of the adyerſary, &withthe o- 
_thereye the aduarage of thruſting > YVhat is become of 


_ allcheſe jugling gambalds, Apith deuiſcs,withallthe 
cſt of your ſquint-eyed trickes? whenas through your 


deepe aches longpratties Seepebodier halle loan 
_ &agihous, you have attained to the height of all the 


nel 
. a manofskill,amanofnoskill, or 


places 


ordeath, butare there inforced to ſtand in that miſchie- 


. 


uous, vncertaine, dangerous, and moſtdeadlyplace, as 


two men hauing loſt in part their chiefeſt ſences, moſt 


furiouſly wich their rapicrs or poiniards , wounding or 


ſlaying each orher. 


þ 


ther being both blind;becauſe inthethe true place(won-. 
in Rapicror variable fight) their eyes by the ſwift mo- - 
rions of their hands are deceiued , the croſſes in that. 
fight arcfalſe, their diſtance, iudgementsand times are 


odies, - | 


E-] 
things. Vhat then auailerh it you, when you ſhalcome 
to fight for your liues with a man of kill, youſhall haue 
« JON ABS place,in ductime'toperforme anyone 
_ of them. Nor gardantnor open fight ſafelyro keepgqur | 
an © ama Fholler of yourowne 
acng from thetrue place, the place ofſafetic, the _ 
vncertaintie or miſchiefe, the place of wounds ' 


Thusenderhche imperkc fights of the rapicr with | 


| Therea are fiw 
i] _ frdyes, but more 


= GeorgeSils 
allmaner ofweapons orinſtrum 
ning,with their imperfeRions, throughthetruc groſids- 


7-1 


nes che reto ap vent.” 


of oo of the Artof armes truly diſplayed Ccbrought *Þ 
tolight.. _ 
Ly "my land be ontorhe Ani God, 


T hat the bd vſea by ths Jraljln Fencers 7 Commen- 
ding the wſe of the Rapier and Poiniard, becaaſe. i 
__ * maaketh peice, maketh wo In 
| them|ſelues, 


| S=ExGT hath bin commonly held, chat ſincethe 


A Italians haue taught-the Rapierfight, by 
/(>| reaſon ofthe dangerous vſe therot it bath 
Sl [<3 p bred grear ciuilitic amongſt our Engliſh 
jjnation,they willnotnow giuc the lye, nor | 
with ſuch fouls ſpeeches abuſe themſelues .therefore 


valiant Genlem? there are fewer frayes intheſctimes then were wontto 


252 now then 


werethen, 


CI 


be: itcannort be denied butthis is true,thatwe are more. - 


/ circumſpeRofour words, and more fearcfull to fight, 
then heretofore we haue bene. Bur whereof commeth 


ir >Is itfromthis,thatthe Rapicr maketh peace inour 
mindsyor from hence,thatiris not io ſufficientdefence 


 forctitbodies-in our fight Hethatwill fight when he is 


withhis Sword and Buckler, or "pipe and Dag nbe- \ 


armed, willnoc fight when hceis naked: isicthercfore | 
good to gonakedto keepe peace ?he thar would fight. 


ing weapons of truc defence, willnot fight not. bis Ra- 
_ picrand Poiritard, wherein no true defence or fightis 

perfe:arerheſe inſufficiec weapostherfore the better, 
* becauſe notbeing ſufficier to defEd vsin fight, they force 


vs vnto my Whar ih isit, but tolay, tis good for 
Ct 


_ . their inperſee ch hath bene lines and manie == 
| deſperate boycs and young youthes, tobecome in that 
Rapier-fight ,as good men as England yeeldeth andehe 
talleſt merriri this land , in chat! fight asverie boyes as 
theyatid no better. This good hauc the #«/iapteachers. 
of Offence done vs they bauc transformed ourboyes in- 
_ tomen, and our men into-boyes, ourſtrong men into 
Si weakeneſſe, ourvaliant mendoubrfull, and manie wore: 
|  _thiemen reſoluing chemſelues vpon their falſe reſolu- 
tions, hane maſt wilfully.in the held: with their Rapiers 
endcd their liues. And laſtly, haue left to remaine a- 
monegſt vs after their deathes, theſe inconueniences be- 
hind them, falſe Fence-bookes, imperfe@ weapons,falſe 
fightes, and cuill cuſtomes, whereby for lacke Foul and. 
ractiſe inperfe&t weapons and true fight, 'wearediſa- 
led forthe ſeruice of our Prince, defence ofour coun- 
trey, and ſaferic ofour liucs i n priuate fight. 


The the chars Sword hath the advantage aqtinf 
: the ng Sword or long Capeoſicre 


[2x Hereas for the moſt part- opinions are: e138. 
O77 Wn gencrally holden, that the long; Swerd, 
x) 7/5,\lat ins hath thevanrage infight/ 
Fo | again the ſhort Sword, which the /t4/i- 
en preacher of Defence Dy theirfalle de- 
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' . good thartherruth may appeare which hath-the van« || 
 - rage, toadde:my helpe vnto the reaſons rhey vc in their | 


'2 1 | Georee Siluer er bis. ij 1 ; OD. 
monſtratios haue bronghryvstobeleene.lbave choughe 


.owne behalfe; for that-yer I could neuer heare them 


' Theſo reaſom 
. are vſed bythe 
Sialians. © 


ready the point of my Rapice 
__ Croſſewith his Dagger, | 


 makea ſound reaſon forthe fame. Theſe are the reaſons. 
Firſt with myilong Rapier, I will put myſelfe-into'my 


gardor Stoeata, holding my hilt backe by the outfide of 
my righethighkeeping in ſhort the point of my Rapier, 
ſoas hethat hath the ſhort Sword, ſhallnot be ablero 
:,, to make his ward or 


kler, Sword, or Cloke , 


- without ſtepping in of his foote, the which time is too 


long to anſwere the time of thehand , by reaſon of my + 
diſtance .'I canthere ſtand ſafe without danger of blow 


 . orthruft;playing the Parients part:ifyou ſtrike or thruſt 


- youdoittoo ſhort, by reaſon of my diſtance: if you ſeck | 


ro.come nearer , you muſt do it with the time. of your 


| foote, inthe which time-I may ſafely thruſt home: if in 


| thatdiſtance youbreakeit nor, youare ſlain; if you'do. 


breake it, yetyou do me noharme, by reaſon of mydi-"* | 
ſtance, and T mayſtand faſt and thruſt againe;; or flic 
backe at mypleaſure: ſohaue you put your ſelfe in dan- 
ger of your life, and hauing hardly eſcaped, are driuen a- 
gaine to begin anew bought, as atthe rr did. A- 
gaine, if Ipleaſe, Ican be the oppreſlovr , keeping the 


 ſamegard, andmy point in ſhort as1didbefore, and _ 


preſling ſtrongly by putting in by.! tle ant litle of my 


- - feete, vnitill the place with my foote begotten, wherein 


(inmy iudgement)I may thruſthome, the whichImay - . | 


| boldly andfafely do, ee ofanie wardar all, 
. byreafon ofmy diſtance,in whi 


h cime ofmy comming 
he mult ſtrike; thruſt, ward, or gobacke: ifhe gobacke, 
HS | 8 


: | Paradoxes of Defence. 59 
_ iris agreatdiſprace:ifhe ſtrike or thruſtgit is $00 ſhore: 

if he ſtand rodefend, the place being alreadie gotten, 
wherel may thryſt home, the thruſt being yeriequicke | 
" & ſtrongly made, ſuch is the force and-{wiftneſle there- *- | 
of,thar iris impoſſible by nature orart, foraniemanto. | 
 breakeonethryſtofan hundred, Fheſereaſons in myo. C 1 
pinion may fuffice ro confirme the wiſe , thatthere is 1; 
noqueſtion to bemade, bur that the lang Rapier hath,  ' Iþ 


. the aduantage againſt the ſhort Sword, | — Z . 
_ Sir youhaue pretily handled yourdiſcourfe, concex- 7<mot®*n *- Iþ 
ning rae em aging 794 againſt zhe ſhort, - I 
Sword, eſpecially: at the firſt ſhew', and accordingro ' IN 

common ſence, bur for the ſubſtance and truth-of the bs f 

 rrue fight, you haue ſaid nothing, becauſe forthe per- 

formance ofanie of yaur allegations, you haueneither 
true Pace, Place, Time, nor Space :: theſe ate the;roa- 
ſons. Your Pace ofneceſſitie muſt be toolarge, becauſe 
otherwiſe you cannot keepe ſafe the point of your long _ 
Rapier , from the -Crofle of the ſhort Sword, nleſle 

you will with a narrew Pace keepe backe! your hile ſo- 

farre , that the ſpace of your offence. wilbe' too Jargeor | 
toolong iri diſtance, and your bodie vnapt to moueand. 
tothrult both ſtrong andquickein due time , nor aptly 

to keepe your diſtance, to win the place with yourfeete, _ 
rothryſt home... So now: you 'imay-plainely fee , if you 
haue skill in the 'artor ſcience of Defence, thatto pat- 

- formeanie thing whichyou haue alleadged, you hayde , _. 

| neither true Pace, Place, time nor Space .- But | —+ 

- | if you wilbſtand vpon the largenefie of yourPace,to- 

©  keepe backe or ſancthepointoflyout long Rapier from : | 
the ward or Croſſe ofthe ſhort Sword, or ypan your  —( |} +» 

Paſſates, in all theſe you haue m= diſaduantapes: and © 
oo Rn » 8 | 
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George Siluey his + 
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Ga”, | 
theſe are my 


with your feer, andone with' your hanfl, or two times 


- with your feet, andone with yourha 


7< times done out of the large pace:but the patient with his 


ther you play the parrofan'Agemt, or Parſeut, it hel- 


fourerimes or motions againſt the long Rapier, name- 


Patient-and Agent. Now note, he that hath the long 


motions, or be Patient , which ſocuer he ſhall do, he 


\ 


his ſhortſword,hauing but the time of the hand, or had 
& foot, ſafely vpon theſe ations or times 'raketh his 


 himthar hah the long Rapier, in the head, face,or bo- 
die, Nowhere isagaine to be noted,thatwhenthe croſſe 


— — 2 © 4 - 
- 
WS -— — 


reaſons: Your number will be too preat,' 
as thus: whenſoeucr you meane out of your large pace' ' | 
to thruſt home, you muſt of necefhitte make fouretimes 


| -at the leaſt: and 
+ . whenſoeueryou make any of your paſſages,theniiber of 
*your feer are greater then the greateſt of any of theſe 


' ſhort ſword, to auoyd you, or diſappoint you of your . 
_ thruſt, hath but one time with his foot;ator before the 
.. whichtimie, asheinthisindgem&cſhall firid you in your 
motion, hath'by he ſlow and great number of your mo- 

» _rionsortimes; ſufficient time ſafely out of all danger to 
pars himſelfe readie to take his crofle with his ſhort 
Tword; Now Sir,whetheryou thruſt ornot-thraft, whe-. 


 pethyounothing, for he thathath-rhe ſhortfiword hath | 


CORR. ; - benr, ſpent, lying ſpent, and drawing backe -in all- 
 - "  maner of fights theſe are to be obſerued both by che 


Rapier muſt of neceſſitie play vponone of theſe foure 
isRtillin great danger of the croſleof the ſhort ſivord, ' 


| becauſe if he be Agent; his number is-coo/great, he- 
- fallechintoone ofthe foure motions;, the Patient with 


crolle with the ſhore Sword :that being done, he pre- 
ſentlyvncroſleth and ſtriketh or thruſterh athis pleaſure 


y 4 + 
F 
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Ismiade ,ifbe tharkigidliflongitapiſt band Hes 


© willbepatient & make no play, burlic ſtill vat 


' make his thruſt or Stoceta in ran ehiecommin erino- 


- hathas greatdiſaduanrage 


- $kill. Then thusI conclude ,thathethatfi h 
- Jong Rapier , againſt him "that fighterh wi 


or hure the other , butis ſtill in, dating erof 


neſſe , that it was thoughta g 
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pada 0 Dai. 


wounded preſently in the vncroſfing ofthe ſhott fivor 
ifhe ſtep or leape backeto faue himſelfe: , yertlie * 9% 
ofthe hand ceing (wifter then.the time 6tthe fopr,oucr- 


* taketh bim,wicthblowor thraſtinthearmezh if dihoady - 


face and bodice; Now. if he'that hath 'the log Rapion, | 
ing to. 


uing ofthe Agents feete-with his ſhorrfword, then he 
ex Hehad when hs was Pa- 
tient, becauſe the the Agericwith his ſhort Sword hath - 
but hand and foot to makehis croſſe:which is molt ſafc- 
ly co be done in that rime,whichwe call Bent, and 15.28 


impoſlible for the Rapicr-manto ent, a 
vnskilfullto ſtrjkeor chruſtiulttogether | 


dhimfell, 
at the mercie of hith that hath 'the 1 10rt Spotd; -or 


Sword, can a nothing in due time to dec 


elſchathno ſafe wayto- helpe | himſelfe, but-onely Cobs Cobs Traverſe, | 


Traucrſe . This Cob was a great quareller ,and Hd de-- 
lightin ou brauerie to giue foule words tOhisbec- 
ters, and would notrefuſe togo fatorhe? Reld't o frgtts,' 
with any man , and when he came into the field, would ? 
draw his Sword to fight , forhe was ſure b the cun- 
ningofhis Trauerſe ,not to be hurt by anie thair for* 
at anietime finding himſelfe ouermatched would fud-. 
denly turne his backe and runne away with fith ſwiſt-" 
horſe would ſcarce 


take him, Andthis when was ayoung man, was ve- 


- "nie EE of by many Gentlemen ofthe lmesof | 
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56 f " Ger * Silas . Nee | 
76 Acker anton Iled c RY koflitas: 
| © hadſcencaniegobacketoofaſtin his fight, would fy, 
| be dyroad © rTravers. || 


Was Siluer tu wilitaricriaadle Fairs AHL Ct 
the Perfettion and Imperfettion of fight : containing the 
bandling of the foure fights: wherein trae c wy 
the whole ſumme and full perfettion of t 
Ws fight with all mancr'of wea- 
is þ goes inuicible 


concluſion. 


Ardant fghr ſtayerh, DO backe, 0 or. 
"| beateth Pets ght. BH 
.. . Open fight ſtayeth ure hagke, or, | 
| Nas open 3: a - 
RI Of Variable fight anfverech variable fight 
oy diſtance, andnorothetwile, « Except it ÞE with 
rie& length againſtche imperfeR. - 
ole fightis beaten by gardanthight. .;... 
. Variablecloſe &gardantfight,beaterh FC bt,” 
open fight, variable fight, andcloſe fight. 
.Gardanr fight inthe imperfeCtion of the Agent or 
|. Patient, winneth the. balfe ſivord, and preventeth the 
. - cloſe oY; whoſocuer firſt venturcth the cloſe, looſeth 
Eo: it,and i 1s 1n great danger of death ,and not pollible to 
eſcape or get out againe without orearhurr 
There attendeth, moſt diligently vpon theſe foure _ 
fa fights foure cpliuc BE Pons WhICE. we.call certajne, 
vncertaine, ft bake c, iuſt ,and afterwards: theyare../ 
- 5, dg performed through ough indgement, time, meaſure, . 
5... _ af WARE, No bich all mancr of blowes, 
5h 2 thruſts 


. ky — 


SAFE prevenced,or 


2 thruſts falſes, doubles Jr 
1 fafclydefended. And arena 


thinke or find himſelfe in his fight too weake for the A- 
ent, or Patient Agent, and therefore, or by reaſon of 
is drunkennefſle, or vnreaſonable- deſperineneſſe ſhall 


purpoſe ro giue hurt, or at leaſt for taking.of one hurt, 
eo gue another, ſhall moſt afluredly be in 


and g0 free, 


Veritas vincit. 


raghodhref Defe fence. | ak 


Now followaththe pane mar WI ſhall 


preſe within the halfe Sword, or deferately runnein of _. 


t daun-/ 
ger rofdeath or wounds, andtheorher ſhal [Nil be ſake 
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A'BRIE-FE NOTE OF THREE 


O1 IT A- 
.. » fiens Teachersof Offence. 94 
| ' "Br RE W 


and inſufficiency F. | 
5n performance of of Ws | Hh | So 
| Sheirprofeſſion 3b clemen in the Blacke-Fryers, as Viher for 
— peach were is maiſter inſteed of a man. The third was Yincentio, 
ms. ie ts This Signioy Rocko came ifito England about ſome thir- 


| end warwin? to | aig 67 ; 
E +: bewere of bad ſoalesintheir ſhoes, the better to bringthem to nimble- 
| "9Ps neſle or feet in their fight. He disburſed a great ſumme 


i * 


| !'*- diſgrace for him to keepe a Fence-ſchoole, he being 
E then thoughr to be the onely famous Maiſter of the Art 


. and hanging right vndertheir armies their Rapiers,dag- 
gers, gloues of male and gantlers. Alſo,he had benches 


t 


| Hetaughtnone commonly vnder rwentic, fortie, fifty, 
or an 822) | Hnronge And becauſe all things ſhould 


__ 


4 16 


1+ £1 * 


-* 20009 rhe Yew As Here were three Italian Teachers of Of 
bue to ſhew theis Te) fence in my time . The firlt was Signior | 
ne Calne Ky Rocko: the ſe cond was leronimo, that was 


i Sienior Rocko his boy , that taughr'Gen-. 


| briefe mte may tie YEareSPaſt: hetaughtthe Noblemen & Gentlemen 
Fearemenbrane of the Court; hecauſedſdmic of them to weare leaden. 


- pf monyfor the leaſe ofa fairc houſe in // arwieke lane, * 
- whichhe called his Colledge , for he thought it great . 


| _ of armes jn the whole world. He cauſed to be fairely 
I . drawneand ſet round about his Schoole all the Noble-. 
mens and Gentlemens armes that were his Schollers, 


and ſtooles, the roome being verie large, for Gentleme. 
to fir round about his Schoole to behold his teaching. 


, a>. a _=— -— "i. 


| beverie neceſſary for the Nobleme & gentlemE,he had 
WT TW: in - 


;do1 

Fernie adlitg 6 RT verEfadis Þ 
with Crimſon Ve vet, with inke, pen K 
ſealing'waxe Jari tics of yericeRRſenr' fie pap 
gilded, rexdie for the Neblemen' & Gendlerier'( 
occaſion )eowrite their letters , being then nds tw 
follow their fight ; to'ſend their men to diſpatch their: 
| buſineſſe. And toknow how the time paſſed ;/he hatf in” 

one corner6f:his Tchoole #Clocke; with avetic faire” 

large Diall; He had ivithir that ſchoBle' 1745bide tHe? 


q 
which was called his priuie ſchoole, wi th manic wen” 


pons therein, where hedid teach his ſchollers his'fecrer 


fighryafrer he had perſeAlyraughttherprheir tiles. He 


wasverie- muchbelorediache Court? 13.36 TH, 08 
There was:one Auſten Begger, 2 veric tall entle- 
ran-ofhis handes; not Randingmuch vponhis'skill,but 
caryingrhevaliant hart ofan Frgliſhmar, ypona tine: 
_ being metrieamongſt his friehges ; ſafd. he wonldB6& 


fighrwitlr "Sqm 


or Rocco! , [preſently went' to: Signfor 


Roces hi6-houle in the Blackefriers , and called tohimin- 
_ this maner: Sigaz6y Rocco , thouthat art thougheto be' . 

the onely' ctinning man in the world withthyweapon, | 
lifrmdn with | 

'vpon thee to | 


thou, tharrakeſt yperrethee rohirahic By 
athruſtvpon anio burton, thouthar rake 
come ouerthe ſeas, to teach the valiant Noblemen and 


Gentlemen of Z to fghe, thou cowardly fellow 
life, Jam _ 
« itig ourata 


come'out of thy houfe ifthou dare for'tl 
come'to fight with thee. Sigmior! Rogro 10 
- window, \ankeywy! jarvin rhe fireet to” ſtand Teadie 
_ _ withhis Swordand 
[ot "_ wo ran into the _—_ and nnny 
K 


Wo | 


nekler ,' with his two hind Sword 


og Fro 6 


eahre br C. 
y clo wit a), 


lic, andpreſenu 
2: andcur himoucr the breech 


Goes on el bis: 


 in.the end Aaiter.of his good 
Ik, and cheys lefohim. Thiswae he fiſt and laſt fighe, 


that euer S/gavor Hocco made , fauing ogge at Queene 3 
Hith he drew his Rapierypona waterman , where lie 
was. throughlybeatcn with Oares andStretchers , bur 
_, theoddesof their. weapons were as greatagaiuſt his Ras 
| Pier, as ywas-his'two band Sword againſt Aufen Bao-' 


> gers Smordand Buckler, therefore for Fhax fray he was | 


_ tobeexcuſed. 
Then Fare in Yqucentio and Jevauione; they taught 
Rapic r= aght at the Court, at Lowdaw;: andin-thecoun-. 
trey, by the ſpace of ſeauenoreightycaresor therea- | 
bouts. Thele a Ital;an Fencers, ef pecially Vincentia, | 
faidcharEngliſhmen were ſtrong men, but hadnocun- | 
\ ning,andthey would go backe too much; intheirfight, | 
which wasgreat dilprace-vato them, Vpen theſe wards | 
4 --l of diſgrace againſt Engliſhmen, my brother Toby. Silver 
my ſelfe, made challenge againſt them both.co play 
wp themarthe {ingle Rapier, Rapierand Dagger, the / | 
"ſingle Dagezr,chofingle Sword,the Swordand Targer, * 
the Swordand Buckler, & two hand Sword ,.the Staffe, : | 


\Sauage-vpon the Scaffold, where he thatwentin his 
tfaſterbacke then he ought, , of Engliſhman or.Ita- | 
lienholdbein danger tg breakehisnecke offthe:Sraf- 
___ fold, Wecauſedtothateffet, fiveor ixe ſcore Bils of 
; + ., Challenge: robeprinted, and ſervp from Seuthwarke to | 
jt; the Tome, dka mthence trovgh Lonbwonco ef 


, battell Axe, and Morris Pike, to be play ed atthe Bell | 


ew. | Ne: 


—_— 


wninfler, we-were atthe 
the time apointed, within a bow ſhat-of their: 
ſchoole: many gentlemen of good accompt,carie 
| nicofthe bils of chalengevntothem, \rellingthem hat 
' bow.the Sz/vers were arithe. pl 
their weapons, looking Hrthem ,pnd a multitude. of | 
peoplethere to bebold the fight; ſaying mnto ther; now 
comeand go with vs ( youſhall cake nowrong)orelſe 
you are ſhamed foreuer. Dothegentlemen whar they 
could, theſe gallants would not come:to the place of 
triall.Lverilythinketheix covenilyſeae boanhedecebia 
chalenge, had vetexly ſhamed hem i 


daiesafter, bene drinking of borrell Alc: hardby>Wis: 
centias ſchoole;in aHall wherethe: /1«{avrmart ofme: 
ceſſitiepafſethrough to go to:hoig ſchooks:andasthey 
were comming by , the maiſters-of Deferice did pray 
them todrinke with them ; butche /#«/ians beingverie 

cowardly, were afraide , andpreſently: drew their Ra- 


piers: ther was apretie wench —— by, thatloued 


the Italians, ſhe ran with outcrie into the ſtreet, helpe, 
helpe, the Italians are like to be ſlaine: the people with 
all beede came running into the houſe, and with their 


Cappes andſuctrthings as they.could get ; parted the: 


Pa for the Engliſh maiſters of Defence ; meant no- 
thing leſſe then to foile their handes vpon theſe rwo 


faint-bartedfellowes . Thenext morning after, all the 
Court was filled,that the' 1#«ljam teachers of Fence had 


|  bearcnalltheimaiſtersof Defence in: London ,whoſery- 
tpether. This wan the /rabian Fen. 
cers theircredit againe, andthereby gotmuch,ſtill con- 


pon them ina houſe 


—_— Fo falſe reaching Ks end Tof theirliues, 
f y | 


Yap 
oh wihall theſeweapotis at 


| appointed:,,with all 


mailſters of Defence of. Lopdos.., -withintwo. or three cnc 


os. 
GL 


> Thx Sjmenths nne® hire \AROHan! \vio 


Hedicd: that it thightbe fecHie it hi life 
timebe had bene weallant , and therefore n&maruaile 
he tooke'ypon him ſo highly 0-reach Engliſhrheivto 
fight;andro ferfqyh bookesdfthefextes of Armes: V- 
Ronen at Fe/Min SotneHecthire; 'Ss he was ingreat 
uerieamongſtenmnicgentlemen Sf gobd aceampr,, 
with greatboldneſithe gaue'orit ſpeeches, thathe had 
bene thus 1104 mm-g in England, and fincethe time . 
| of hisfirft comming} rhere was notherone Engliſh- 
 mian;tharcould onedfouttthing atehefi ingleRapier,or 
RipicrandL ger .'A'\vafiane fag ta there 
_ Amongſt thetoſt, his En iſh Harrdidriſe to heare rhis' 
proudeboaſter, ſecr ta ifieflengerito one Bartho 
| lake Brenide's frient ot tis; averictald manibath of 
hishands andþerſon; who keppaf ſchools of Deftet in | 
thetowne, the meſſes er by the way made the'maiſter | 
of Defence acquainted with the ing of the gentleman 
_ that ſentforhim,andofall what Uinetmiic had faid,this 
— aiſter of Defence preſentlycame; andatnofgſt all the 
gentlemen with his cap off, prayed maiſter Fzncentio, 
So he would be pleaſed to take 2 quattof wine of him. 
Uncentioverie ſcornefully looking vpon him, ſaid vnto 
 bim. Wherefore ſhouldyou giue me aquartiof wine? 
Marie Sir,faid he,becadſe Lheare yougrea famous man 
at your weapon . Ther preſently ſaid rhe gentleman 
thar ſent for the maiſter of Defence: Maiſter Yincentio, 
Ipray youbid him welcome , he is a man of your pro- 
fetlion.My profeſſion ſaid ®incetncorwhatis: my profeſ- 
ſton. Thenfaid the gentleman; :beframaiſteroftheno- 
ble ſcierice of Defence, VVhyſaid-muiljet 7incetio, God = 
makehim'a good man. Bur the maiſter of Defeticewold | 


nog 


neethuslebuthio, but ryacd hit againghat. 
| pleaſed rorakeaquartotwinic of kin), Thedaik 77 


fence: Sir1 hauc aſchoole of Defence in the towne.will 
_ je pleaſe you-ta go-thither,, Thy, ſchooleg(aid maiſter 
- Fimcentio: what {ball Ido atthy:ahaole? play with me 
(faidthe maiſter)at the Rapier and Dagger, if. it pleate 
. you, Play wich thee ſaid maiſter Hinrenceorat L play.ith 
thee, Lwill hic ches14;.2 3» 4iithraſtes in the cic toge-+ _ 


rher. Then-aid the maiſter of Defence, if yowrcqn allo, 


Ican hardly ett chat youcamhir.me:. buryer Once 
againe Lhartily:pray you good Sir, that you will go.to 
 myſchoole,apdplaywich me, Play, "with thee ſaid mai- 
ſer V incentio(verieſcornefully?) by God me_ ſcorn, to 
lay with thee, VVith thatword ſcarne,, the, maiſterof 
Deknces was verie much mouyed, and vp with his, great 
Engliſh fiſt, and ſtroke maiſter Gay is ſuch a boxcon 


gainſt a Burtetic hatch , wherean flood a great. þlacke 
Tacke: the maiſter of Defence fearingthe worſt, a 3 
Uincentio his riſing , catcht the blacke Jacke into his 


ily ſtarr vp, layinghis-bandvponhis D.agger, & with 

the other hand pointed with his finger, ſaying, very well: 

I will cauſe co lie inthe Gaile for this geare , 1.2.3 
4. yeares. And well ſaid the maiſter of Defence \Lince 
you will drinke no wine, will you pledge me in Fj tg | 

Irinke to-All the cowardly knaucs in England, -and I 

- thinke thee to be the verieſt coward of them all :with 

| thathe caſt all cheBeere vpon him, ;.notwichſtanding 

 Vincentio jo having nothing but his 5 oi Wa »..and 


ih 


"ne. 


I haue no need ot thy wine. Then ſaid the maiſtes of De- | 


tis the better for you, andthe worſe forme > butſurely ©. 


the care that he fell ouer andouer his lepges iuſt a- - 


hand, being more then halfe full of Beere,, Yeacentialu- 


"F + # 


er-about him; and the other for:hisdefencerhe - 
elacke,wouldnotat thartime fight itonr: butrhe 
t with the maiſter of Defence in the ſtevere, 
him , you remember how miſuledame 
youweretoblame, me beancxcelleneman, 
1you how tethruſt two foote farcherthenanic 
Engliſhman ,' bur: firſt come you with me: :then he 
broughthim toa Mercers ſhop, andſaid rorhe Mercer, 
| - * ler me ſeeof your beſtfilken Pointes , the Mercer did 
FN preſently ſheiv him! fome of ſeauen groates' a doven} 
|  _  thenhe payeth fourteene groates for two doten, arid 
faid to the maiſterof Defence , there is one dozen for 
u, andhereis another forme. This was one'of thova- 
ianteſt Fencers that-came from beyond the ſeas, to 
teach Engliſhmen to fight,and this wasoneofthe invark. 
lieſt frayes, thatThaue hard of, thar euerhe made itt _ 
England, wherin he ſhewed himſelfe a farre better man | 
in his life, then in his profeſſion he was, for he profeſſed 
| - ., armes, butinhislife abetrer Chriſtian, Heſer forthin 
- - printabookeforthe vſe of theRipier and Dagger, the 
which hecalled his praQiiſe, lhaue readitouer; and be- 
cauſe I finde therein neither true rule for the perfet 
teaching of crue fight,nor true ground of true fightznei- 
ther ſence or-reaſon for due proofe thereof . 'I have 
thought itfriuslous to recite any part therin contained: 
yetthat the truth hereof may appeare,let two me being 
wel aperience in the Rapier and Dagger fight,chooſe 
any ofthe beſt branches in the ſame booke 8: maketrial 
with force andagility, without the which the truth be- 
_ tweenethetruc &falſe fight cannotbeknowne , &they 
 ſhaltfind greatiirpperfeſtions therein. And again, for 
_ - proofetharthere ts no truth neither inhis rules,groiids 


OC 
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orRapicr-fighe Jertriall bemaileinthism iner:! ; 
vaskilfill rhen together ar the R and Dapper; 


ingvaliant, and you ſhall ſee, rhatonce intwo 


there ſhall either one or both ofthembe hure. Then ſer. - 
two skilfull men rogether, being valfarit ar the Rapier 
ahd Dagger,and they ſhall dothelike; Thenſec a *kilful = 
Rapier and Dagger-manthe beſt that can be had, and a 
valiant man having noskill togerher at Rapier 8& Nag- 
ger, and once in twobouts vpon my creditin all rhe ex+ 


perieriee I haue in fight, the vnskilful man,do theorher 
whathe can for his life ro thecontrarie, ſhalt hurthim, 
and moſt commonly if it were in continuance offighr, 
you ſhall ſee the vnskilfull man to have the aduantage. 


in a goodquarrell, I would chuſethe vnskilfull man, be- 
ingvnencombred with falſe fights, becauſeſuch aman 
ſtandeth free in his valour with ſtrength andagiligic of 
bodie,freely takerththe benefirofnature, fighteth moſt 
_ brave, by looſingno'oportunirie, either ſoundlytohurt 


his-<nemie, or defend himſelfe, but the other ſtanding 


| forhis Defence, vpon his cunning lralian wardes, Pojn- 
1arenerſa,the Imbrocata, Stocats, and being faſt ryed yn-! 
to theſe falſe fightes, ſtandeth troubled tmhis wits, and 
nature therby racked through the Jargeneſſe or falſe ly- 
ingsor Spaces, whereby he is in his fightas a man halte 
maimed, looſing the oportunity of times & benefit of 
nature ,& whereas before beingignorant of theſe'falſe 
Rapier fightes, ſtanding in the free libertic of nature 


_given himby god,he wasable in the field with his wea- | 


. p6 toanſwere thevalianteſt man in the world, butnow 


being ried vnto thar falſe fickle vncertaine fight, there- | 


wo  ————r——— 


i 


And ifI ſhould chuſe avaliant man for ſeruice of the 
Prince, orto take part with me or anie friendofmine 


w- 
Ge C0 


| averie rall man, bog ; 
his Sword and Dagger, andin Rapier-fight 


' mohad, Cheeſe with. 


Eun Goterial BD, 


come as gaod aman awhienſelle, 


leronimo 0s: 


he —_ oa 


fou 
hadnokill ar all. This Cheeſe having a quarrellto Je- 
repime,onertooke him ypon the way, himſclfe beingen 


with him. Jerowiveo preſently went:forth 


0 andudrew, his Rapier and dagger, pr binge 
xſtward or Stocatg,which ward was taught 


fe-and Yincentio, and by chem beſt allowed of; 
wardtoſtand vpon in fight. for life, either 


which ward ; it ſhould ſceme he: ventured his life vpan, 
burhowſocuerwithallthe fine Iralicnated $kill /erep#- 
is Sword within twothruſtcs.rau 
him intothe and flue. bim. Yet the Iralian tea- 
chers will Gorbaranl liſhmi cannot-chruſt ſtraight 
with a Sword, becauſe the hilt will norſufferbimtopus 
the forefin 
vpon the blade 


e,norto hold the ummell in the hand, 


whereby we are of neceffitie to hold faſt the handle in 
rcaſon whereof we are driuen to thruſt | 


andiborr, mrs withthe Rapier. they 


the hand: b 
bothcamp alt 
can thruſt Lott, ſtraight and muc 


further then we can 


-withthe Sond booms ofthe hilt: and theſebetherea- 
fonsthey make againſt the Sword, 


FINIS. 


balfea man, Ne yh ber 


cke:, did call to /erop;mo., and; bad- him, come 
L tc 'Coch. or he wayld.ferch him, for he. was | 


allaulrthe encmic,or ſtand and watch his COMM g; 


ouer the Crofle ,.nor to ppt. che thumbe 


